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y. August 12.—Josiah’s Good Reign..... 2 Chronicles 34: 1-13 
& August 19.—Finding the Book of the 

PR ret 2 Chronicles 34: 14-33 
9. August 26.—The Captivity of Judah....... 2 Kings 25 : 1-21 
10. September 2.—The Shepherd of Captive 

BOOGIE cccckdebucbsdacceseccoccsiscssgccocsacectos Ezekiel -34 
11. September 9.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence , 

(Temperance Lesson) ......--.sseeeccreceeceeees Daniel 1 
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te fete er a3 — panic in tne } an ag Severity 
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PO IONOOE 0 vincecccsccsccgcssececes Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18 
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(World’s Temperance Sunday)......... 1 Kings 20: 1-21 
6. November 11.—Nehemiah’s Prayer.......Nehemiah 1 : 1-12 
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Remembered 


By Mrs. Frank A. Breck 


Yet will not I forget thee. Behold, I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my ,hands.—Isaiah 4:15,16 » 


97TXIS a wonderful story of matchless love— 
That you are so dear to the Christ above ; 

He stands for you when you cannot fight, 

He comforts you in the gloom of night. 

The sorrow that bows you down he bears, 

He loves and pardons, because he cares. 

Oh, if ever you fear that he could forget, 

Remember the truth in his promise set, 

And let it be to you balm of balms: 

« Behold, I have graven thee on my palms.” 











Having Ears to Hear 

Some of us who have trouble in deciding what 
is God’s will for our lives may not have been hearing 
his voice. If any cherished sin is dulling our hear- 
ing we cannot expect clear guidance. A young man 
was standing with an older friend at the edge of a 
mountain woodland as the evening stole over the 
landscape. Suddenly the younger man whispered, 
“Listen, can you hear that?” “No,” said the older 
man, “I don’t hear anything.” “Now,” again whis- 
pered the younger, “there it is, do you hear it now?” 
The older man smiled regretfully, “No, I am afraid 
I don’t.” And then there fell upon his ears a very 
faint and distant note which for an instant he caught, 
like the sound of a bell far away. “I heard that,” -he 
said. “Yes,” said the one with keener ears, “that’s 
the most beautiful note in all the woods, the song 
of the hermit thrush.” The older man did not hear 
it at all at first, and could only do so with an effort. 
It ought not to be so when God speaks to us. The 
most beautiful note in all the world, the voice of God 
speaking to the human soul, ought to fall upon 
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rly sensitive ears. Is there anything that is 
dulling your hearing? 
7” 


Leaving Port Under Thunder Clouds 


God sometimes deliberately sends his servants 
out into conflict. Miss Hulda Stumpf, of the Africa 
Inland Mission, in writing a friend in the United 
States recalled Christ’s ss his disciples to cross 
the lake in the evening after the feeding of the five 
thousand. Our Lord well knew the sea would be 
stormy and they would toil in the rowing. The 
British Government has drafted alt-British subjects 
who are missionaries in East Africa, and also thou- 
sands of native Christian workers, in a supreme 
effort to end the war there. Miss Stumpf found 
comfort in the fact that all these could know that, 
while Christ was sending them out into tribulation, 
he himself, in the glory heights, is praying for them, 
as he did on the mountain top for his disciples on 
the lake. Later on he came personally to them. In 
the crash and flash of thunders and lightnings we may 
never forget that he has suffered it to be so, and 
that his eye is upon us through all the violence of 
the tempest. 

ya 


The Problem of the City 


Will the problem of the city ever be solved? 
In discussing the recent sensational murder and dis- 
appearance in New York City, the Baltimore Sun 
says: “When the world really becomes civilized, big 
cities as dwelling places will disappear.” That is a 
remarkable statement to come from a daily news- 
paper. But it is doubtless true. Cain, the first mur- 
derer, was the first city-builder, and his was a 
highly civilized city, too. The spiritual seed of Seth, 


who took the place of the good Abel, seem altogether 
to have lived in the country. It is said that the 
city makes drafts upon the country every third 
generation for brains and brawn with which to re- 
pair its depleted manhood and womanhood. In the 
Golden Age to come it is more than likely that the 
cry we hear so much to-day, “back to the farm,” will 
be the solution of the city problem, although with 
Christ reigning in person in Jerusalem, and with his 
faithful stewards as “rulers over cities,” there will 
be some city life. But when the time comes that the 
sands of Sahara, Gobi and Arabia and the alkali of 
Arizona shall blossom as the rose, there wall doubt- 
less be just as great an exodus from the cities to the 
country as there has been the oppesite in our own 


times. 
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When Luther “Found” the Bible 


“Finding” the Bible, literally or spiritually, or 
both at once, invariably brings momentous results. 
Tischendorf’s discovery of the Sinaitic Manuscript, 
as the monks in an Arabian monastery were about to 
burn it, is a beautiful instance of God’s providence in 
the preservation of his Book. After two years in 
the University of Erfurt, Martin Luther was rum- 
maging the dusty shelves of a dark room. He dis- 
covered a Latin Bible. “He is filled with astonish- 
ment at finding more in this volume than those frag- 
ments of the Gospels and Epistles” which were read 
every Sunday in the churches. “Till then he had 
thought they were the whole Word of God.” The 
first page that arrested his attention told the story 
of Hannah and the young Samuel! “The Reforma- 
tion lay in that Bible,” says D’Aubigne. And is there 
not a parable in the Reformer’s opening it at a page 
that told how religious education among God's 
chosen people began in the home! 


Why Deuteronomy Could Not Be a Forgery 


Testament as the Word of God is the correct 

identification of the book that Hilkiah found 
in the reign of Josiah. It is reassuring to know, 
therefore, that the problem can be stated quite 
simply, apart from scholarly technicalities, and in- 
deed it is not necessary to go beyond the discus- 
sion of broad outlines, because the decision really 
turns on these and not on a multitude of difficult de- 
tails. One of the ablest critical scholars, the late 
Professor Robertson Smith, frankly said in the 
preface to Wellhausen’s Prolegomena that the ques- 
tions with which criticism deals “are within the 
scope of any one who reads the English Bible care- 
fully and is able to think clearly and without preju- 
dice about its contents.” . 

Writers on both sides fully recognize that the date 
of Deuteronomy is “the pivot of Pentateuchal criti- 
cism.” This is because of the critics’ contention 
that: (1) up to the time of Josiah the only laws in 
existence were those found in Exodus 20 to 23, known 
as the Book of the Covenant. (2) Then came Deu- 
teronotny in the reign of Josiah, with its strong in- 
sistence upon the true worship of God. (3) And 
then in the time of the exile, but not before, ap- 
‘peared the various laws and institutions found in 
Leviticus and called the Levitical Code. It will, 
therefore, be seen that Deuteronomy in occupying a 
middle place in this scheme, looks backward and 
forward, and if it can be proved that the critical 
view of Deuteronomy is incorrect, the other two 
positions necessarily fall. Deuteronomy is thus like 
the keystone of an arch which holds the other parts 
in position, and several modern critical writers have 
spoken of this book as the “starting point” from 
which all other questions must be settled. 

What then is: the modern critical view of Deuter- 
onomy? It is that what Hilkiah found was Deuter- 
onomy, which then appeared for the first time. The 
story as recorded in the lesson (2 Chron. 34: 14-33), is 
that Hilkiah found a book during repairs in the tem- 

le which he described as “the Book of the Law.” 

e announced this discovery to Shaphan, who read 


V tess to a thorough acceptance of the Old 


the book and then put it before the king. Josiah 
was deeply moved by what he heard read, and con- 
fessing the guilt of the “fathers” in not listening to 
the words of this book, sent to inquire of Jehovah 
through the prophetess Huldah, and then held a great 
gathering, when the covenant with God was renewed 
and a thorough reformation carried through on the 
basis of this book. 

The critical view is that this was our Deuteronomy, 
or at any rate the substance of it, and that it was 
composed a little before this time, and had been de- 
posited in the temple with the definite purpose of 
bringing about the result recorded on the part of 
the king and those associated with him. It is im- 
possible to state in detail the various reasons alleged 
by critical scholars in support of this contention, but 
the general position is that Deuteronomy did not 
come from the time of Moses, but either from the 
reign of Josiah or perhaps half a century before, 
during the time of Manasseh. Now comes the ques- 
tion whether this view is correct and, therefore, to be 
accepted. 
_It is not at all clear that Hilkiah’s discovery was 
limited to Deuteronomy, but for the sake of argu- 
ment this may be assumed for the time being. Con- 
servative scholars readily face this inquiry, believing 
that the problem of Deuteronomy is indeed the 
“pivot,” and feeling confident that the book is sub- 
stantially the work of Moses, and dates from the 
age of the Exodus. The following are the grounds 
on which this position is based: 

1. From the narrative in 2 Kings 22 it is perfectly 
piain that everybody regarded the book as the genuine 
discovery of an old work which had been lost and 
called “the Book of the Law.” There is no trace in 
the story that any one connected with the incident 
considered the book new or recent. The high priest, 
the scribe, the king, the prophetess were united in 
this conviction, and not the slightest hint is given of 
any other idea than that it was an old and authorita- 
tive work. 

2. One of the strongest arguments in support of the 
critical position is that the teaching of Deuteronomy 
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in regard to (a) a central place of worship, (b) the 
three annual feasts, and (¢c) the prohibition of idola- 
atry, was not known before the time of Josiah, and 
that the discovery of this book alone led to these 
matters being observed. Yet, if this is so, why did 
Jeroboam set up the calves (many years before ' - 
siah’s reign) if there was no central place of worship 
in his time? Why did Solomon (still earlier) dedi- 
cate the temple in the month of the Feast of Taber- 
nacles if there were no annual feasts? Why did 
Hezekiah break down the high places long before the 
time of Josiah if they were not illegal in his time? 
Why did Elkanah and Hannah go up every year to 
Shiloh if there was no central place of worship and 
recognized times, like feasts? These points in the 
narratives of Samuel and Kings are quite as plain as 
the story of Hilkiah’s discovery, and if we may not 
regard the account as trustworthy about them, why 
should we regard it as accurate about Josiah’s reign? 

3. There is very much in the book that is altogether 
inappropriate to the time of Josiah, like the Divine 
command to exterminate the Canaanites, the contem- 
plated election at some future time of a king, certain 
references to Edom, Moab, and Egypt, and full in- 
structions about reading the blessings and curses on 
Ebal and Gerizim. All these would be prreety 
appropriate to the time of the later days of Moses, 
but would be utterly incongruous and impossible in 
the time of Josiah, for at that period there were no 
Canaanites to exterminate, there had been a king for 
centuries, while the references to the various coun- 
tries and the instructions about Ebal and Gerizim 
would be, of course, quite pointless. 

4. Then why should Deuteronomy be ascribed to 
Moses unless he were actually responsible for it? 
Would a book invented in the time of Manasseh or 
Josiah be accepted by the people as from Moses 
unless they possessed books which would enable 
them to regard Deuteronomy as coming from their 
great law-giver? Further, it is difficult to understand 
why they should ascribe this to Moses, if, as the 
critical school asserts, its orders are to be regarded 
as against those of the.Book of the Covenant which 
is allowed to have proceeded in substance from 
Moses. Moses could hardly contradict himself. 

5. A careful reading of Deuteronomy shows that 
its outlook is quite different from that of 2 Kings 22. 
The critical school maintains that the great object 
of Deuteronomy was to centralize the worship of 
Jehovah at Jerusalem, and yet this idea is not once 
alluded to in Kings, for the question in the time of 
Josiah and the one effort that he made was con- 
nected with the worship of false gods. It was not 
centralization but idolatry that constituted the sol- 
emn necessity for Josiah and his people. And quite 
apart from this, if the legislation was, as the critics 
say, new in the time of Josiah, why were the people 
blamed for violating things of which they had never 
heard. “No law, no sin” (Rom. 7:7; 3:20). 

6. If we are willing to take Deuteronomy as it 
stands, it is impossible to doubt that Moses is asso- 
ciated both with its substance and its form. It has 
been shown that out of nearly a thousand verses, 
there are but sixty that do not purport to be the 
verbal utterances of Moses himself. The name of the 
great law-giver is found 37 times, and almost every- 
thing is connected with such phrases as “Moses 
spake,” “Moses commanded,” “the Lord said to 
Moses.” This point cannot be overlooked. The 
record plainly makes Moses responsible for the con- 
tents. 

7. If Deuteronomy, according to the critical view, 
was intended to emphasize one place of worship as 
alone permissible, and worship at various high places 
absolutely wrong, is it not strange that the place 
which was to be the central sanctuary of Jehovah 
is not once mentioned in the book? The only refer- 
ences are quite general, to “the place which the 
Lord thy God shall choose.” Why was Jerusalem not 
mentioned as the actual place? Wellhausen is 
clearly concerned by this absence of the name of the 

lace, for he suggests that the writer of Deuteronomy 
is “modest, one might almost say awkwardly bash- 
ful,” in avoiding reference to the future place which 
Jehovah was to choose. Yet, according to the critical 
school, First and Second Kings are of contemporary 
date with Deuteronomy, and Jerusalem is mentioned 
there several times without any such “bashfulness.” 
Surely the explanation of this absence of the name 
of Jerusalem from Deuteronomy, and indeed from 
the entire Pentateuch, is that at the time Deuteronomy 
was written Jerusalem had not become the place of 
the central sanctuary. 

8. Several years ago I met in Oxford an American 
missionary irom Asia Minor, Dr. George E. White, 
of Marsovan, and when I was the editor of an 
English monthly magazine he wrote for me an arti- 
cle entitled, “Deuteronomy in Eastern Light,” in 
which he used his own experience to show that Deu- 
teronomy existed substantially in its present form 
much earlier than the time of Josiah. Dr. White 
urged very strongly the importance of Orientalism 
being allowed its place in the interpretation of the 
Old Testament along with literary criticism, and his 
conclusion was that the critical view of Deuteronomy 
cannot be reconciled with the book itself. 

These are some of the general arguments in favor 
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of the early date of Deuteronomy, and until the 
are met and overcome the conservative view will 
assuredly remain as far more natural and certainly 
truer to the Biblical view of the book than the criti- 
cal theory. There is no doubt of the distinct issue 
between modern criticism and the Biblical theory of 
Deuteronomy, and it is here that conservative schol- 
arship most willingly joins issue with criticism. Per- 
sonally, I should welcome concentration on this 
point, believing that here, as elsewhere, scholarshi 
can meet scholarship, and that conservatism will 
win the day. Beyond all question, if one view is 
true the other must be false, and it is impossible to 


doubt the essential truth of the contention made by 
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several writers that if Deuteronomy is not substan- 
tially from the time of Moses, it can be nothing else 
than a “forgery.” . And so we conclude that on every 
ground, internal and external, the critical position 
which is based on the late date of Deuteronomy is 
invalid and impossible, 

For those who wish to study this subject in detail 
and with thoroughness reference may be made to 
“The Problem of Deuteronomy,” J. S. Griffiths 
(Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Lon- 
don, 2s 6d). 


In his own fresh and illuminating way Professor Me)vin 
Grove Kyle will tell the Times’ readers, in next week’s 
issue, ‘How Archeology Trails Hiikiah’s Find. 





Dr. Scofield Answers Your Question 


I see a great deal in The Sunday School Times about 
“Bible “keys” and “mastering whole books” of the Bible. 
I could wish that its able editors, or contributors, 
Scofield, Gray, Thomas, et al., would give us a system 
or rule of interpretation, as between figurative and 
literal construction of the Scriptures. 

Godly and God-fearing men in my class and every- 
where are asking, Did Satan actually take Jesus up to 
an exceeding high mountain, or is that a figure? If so, 
did the two actually meet? Was there a wilderness, 
a fast; and is there a personal Satan? Where do we 
draw the line, how do we distinguish; what is the rule? 

Or again, Will the angel of Revelation 20:1 actually 
have a “great chain upon his hand”? If not, is there a 
personal Satan to be bound; what is the abyss, and how 
is his incarceration there effected? Where do we draw 
the line? What is the rule or system? 

These men are not asking foolish or ignorant ques- 
tions; but when such passages are encountered in the 
Sunday-school lessons they look to the teacher, as the 
teacher looks to his advisers, for clear, reverent, bold 
utterance. 


Dr. Scofield himself has been asked by the Editor 
. see this thoughtful question, and his reply 
ollows: 


The inquiry raises one comprehensive question and 
a number of special questions concerning Biblical in- 
terpretation. Unfortunately the general question, 
which seeks “a system or rule of interpretation, as 
between figurative and literal construction of the 
Scriptures,” cannot be answered categorically for the 
reason that no general rule will apply to all the in- 
stances, 

The general rule is: the Scripture means what it 
says. 

sually it is plain statement, or narrative. In all 
such cases the difficulty, if there is one, arises in the 
sphere, not of interpretation but of faith. The 
statement is plain enough, but it crosses our own view, 
theory, system, and so we imagine a difficulty in the 
passage itself which is not in the Scripttre at all, 
but wholly in ourselves. In all such cases the diffi- 
culty vanishes when we accept the statement as true. 

Take the case of Satan. A great body of non- 
figurative Scripture assumes or asserts the existence 
and personality of Satan. ‘There are the same 
Biblical reasons for believing Satan to be an actual 
person, with. all the attributes of personality, that 
exist for belief in the Person of God. In both 
cases the Scriptures affirm or assume the fact. In 
both cases experience and observation confirm the 
Biblical revelation. The universe exists. It is not 
chaos but magnificent order—a true “cosmos.” It 
speaks of an Originator of power and wisdom, and 
Scripture calls that being Go’. But evil exists, too; 
and that not sporadically, here and there, a mere 
series of disconnected acts. There is an organized 
system of evil, an evil “cosmos.” The kingdoms of 
earth, and the whole social order, rest upon force, 
ambition, pride, avarice. These are the dynamic of 
the “world.” The Bible ascribes the organization of 
all this into a system to a being—Satan. It follows 
that if I have decided that there is no Satan I shall 
have continual difficulties of interpretation. 

Other instances of this class of difficulty,.- where 
simple belief only is demanded, readily occur to one. 
The virgin birth of Christ, and his bodily resurrec- 
tion from an actual entombment of three days, be- 
long to that class. The Scripttre narratives of 
these events are direct and non-figuratives No 
evasion is possible. They must be believed or disbe- 
lieved. No help can be derived from exegetical in- 
genuity. They cannot be relegated to the dim region 
of mystical meanings. 

And this is true of all the fundamental truths of 
revelation. The Bible doctrines of the pre-existence 
and deity of Christ: of salvation through faith’ in 
Christ crucified and risen again; of the alternatives of 
heaven and hell, are explicitly taught. Sometimes 
figures are used to illustrate these truths, but, quite 
apart from all figure, they are clearly, directly, 


taught. I may believe or disbelieve them, but I can- 
not with an honest, straightforward mind put them 
over into the sphere of allegory. The Scripture 
means what it says. : 

Another general difficulty in Biblical interpretation 
arises from a crass traditionalism, Our Lord traced 
the unbelief of the Jews to that source: “making the 
word of God of none effect through your tradition” 
(Mark 7: 13). 

’ The traditional interpretation, repeated by gener- 
ations of rabbis, had supplanted the plain word of 

d. It would be strange indeed if sixty gener- 
ations of churchmen had not effected a like result. 
When “the church, which is his body, the fulness of 
him that filleth all in all (Eph. 1: 22, 23) came to be 
thought of as (in the words of Lacordaire) “A body, 
visible and hierarchically constituted,” it became nec- 
essary to pervert Scripture to support that notion. 
An easy way was found: it was only necessary to 
“spiritualize” the kingdom teaching of Old Testa- 
ment and New, and to make “kipgdom” and “church” 
identical expressions, and the way was open for every 
corruption and perversion of the Papal system. The 
Protestant Reformation accomplished much, but it 
brought over into the new freedom the root error, 
that “basileia” and “ecclesia,” kingdom and church, 
mean the same thing. It has become a Protestant as 
well as a Popish tradition—a tradition which, in more 
that one hundred passages, “makes the word of God 
of none effect.” But here too the remedy is simple; 
the Scripture means what it says. 

But, secondly, there are figurative passages in the 
Scriptures—hundreds of them. How are they to be 
distinguished from literal statement or: narrative, 
and what general rule can be given for their inter- 
pretation? 

1. Figures are used to illustrate truth. No doc- 
trine rests upon figure—the figure helps to make the 
doctrine plain. Parables are in this class. Let the 
parable of the Prodigal Son serve as illustration. 
‘Fhe: truth of that illustration is the attitude of God 
toward a sinning but repentant son. All the gar- 
menture of the story leads up to that, and all else 
is figure. , 

And in all such figure the rule is: find the meaning 
of the figure; that meaning is vital. 

2. Figures are used to veil truth from the un- 
believing and unspiritual. 

“Therefore speak I to them in parables; because 
they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not.... 
But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your 
ears, for they hear” (Matt. 13:13, 16). 

And those humble and unlearned disciples “saw” 
and “heard”: because they were men of simple faith, 
who interposed no barrier of tradition, or system, 
or unbelief. 

The Revelation is singularly full of figures of this 
character. Indeed, it is a book of “signs,” as we 
are informed at the outset: “The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto 
his servants things which must shortly come to pass; 
and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 
servant John (Rev. 1:1). Here are three explicit 
statements :the book is a revelation, literally an “un- 
veiling”; it is to give its message to “servants,” not 
te merely curious, however learned ; and it is a reve- 
lation through “signs’—‘“he sent and sign-ified it.” 

The Revelation, then, is a book of figures which 
are a true revelation to diligent and teachable “ser- 
vants” of Jesus Christ, but a concealment—as the 
centuries have proved—to mere curiosity, or to those 
who approach the Revelation with preconceived views, 
after having turned the Prophets and Evangelists 
into allegory. 

Of these Revelation figures two helpful things may 
be said: they are either new or old. If new they are 
immediately explained (e. g., Rev. 1: 20) ; if old they 
are explained by previous usage in Scripture (e. g., 
Rev. 13:1, “beast,” with Dan. 7:17). 

Applying these rules to the passage cited, Revela- 
tion 20: 1-3, it must be said at once that the angel 


The conclusion of Dr. Scofield’s letter, together with other Notes on Open 
Letters on “‘Can'the State Undertake Religious Education ?’’ and ‘Moving Pictures 
and the Sunday School,’’ will be found on vages 437 and 438 in this issue. 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 19 (2 Chron. 34 : 14-33) 
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Why Are We to Believe the Bible is Inspired ? 


"s breath its origin, his Spirit its author, his Son its hero, his love its message, the 
universe its bouk-shelf, foretold events—including the world-war-— salute it as they pass 


By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 
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iration—Is the Bible the 
ord of God; or is it sim- 

ply a collection of ancient books filled with 
human utterances, having here and there a word or 


SHE Question of Ins 
completely inspired 


hrase more or less stamped with the divine seal? 
Do these portions shine out like diamonds imbedded 
in common ore and by their very particularization 
make manifest the commonness, the general lack of 
inspiration, and the actual unreliability of the whole? 


The Claim to Inspiration—That the Bible claims 
to be the inspired, God-breathed, and in the nature of 
the case inf-llible Word of God ought to be beyond 
the possibility of doubt by any one even only meas- 
urably acquainted with the Book. The Apostle Paul 
voices the claim in his declaration to Timothy that 
all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 
3:16). It should seem like downright folly or the, 
blindness of an overbalanced partisanship to discuss 
at all to what “Scripture” the Apostle refers. It 
would be plain treason not only to his own clearly 
indicated intent, but to his personal makeup as a Jew 
and his historical antecedent as a student of one ex- 
clusive Scripture, to suggest that he looked through 
an open door of largeness in a sudden impulse of 
mental broadness into the field of many possible 
Scriptures, any one of which being “profitable 
might be said to be inspired of God. 


Treason to Wrench the Meaning 


By every law. of san: exegesis the Apostle is re- 
ferring to the “Holy Scriptures”. which Timoth 
(whom Paul commends for the knowing of them 
knew from his youth up, Scriptures which Paul 
affirms are able “to make wise unto Salvation” 
(2 Tim. 3:15). He is referring to the Old Testa- 
ment from Vices to Malachi; and these “ail,” the 
Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, he says, are in- 
spired of God. This voicing of Bible claim throws 
the Apostle. back upon and puts him into harmony 
with the anticipative and dramatic declaration of the 
Son of God. 

In all the world nothing is more conclusive of the 
fact of Bible claim to inspiration than the wondrous 
Sunday afternoon walk to Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-35) 
and the climacteric Sunday evening meeting in the 
upper room at Jerusalem (vs. 36-49). In those inter- 
views the Christ of God positivizes the Bible from 
Genesis to Malachi as written of himself and an- 
nounces that he is the unique and ‘personal key to its 
understanding. 

hat an immense moment that was in the upper 
room! Immense not only in the fact that he was 
about to depart.from this world to take his place 
as co-ordinate ruler upon the throne of the universe, 
but about to send forth his disciples to found a 
Church and had nothing better to give them as source 
and authority for their preaching than these old 
Scriptures of Israel they had known from their youth 
up and had heard read every Sabbath day in the 
synagogues. ‘ 

That he who is the Word of God, the utterance o 
the eternal silence, the headquarters revelation of the 
mind and will of the Father, should furnish his dis- 
ciples with a transcript purporting to be the revela- 
tion of himself, of his own mind and will, which 
should be less the Word of God than himself, 
would be to convict the Son of God of unhappy limi- 
tation or an unconscious reversal of all the value he 
had claimed for it as a testimony tc himself. 

That the Son of God anticipatively, and the Apostle 
Paul corroboratively, proclaim the inspiration of the 
Old Testament, and by so doing both represent it as 
claiming inspiration .for itself, should be self-evi- 
dent. Add to this the nearly two thousand times 
in which these Scriptures openly affirm themselves 
to be the “Word of God,” the “Word of the Lord,” 
and the proposition that the Scriptures of Israel 
claim to be the inspired Word of God is unassailable. 

That the New Testament through its representa- 
tives makes the same claim is equally and as easily 
demonstrable. 

Fourteen of the epistles are written by the Apostle 
Paul. He testifies that what he writes to the Thessa- 
lonians, and in principle what he writes in all his 
epistles, is to be received “not as the word of men, 
but, - it is in truth, the Word of God” (1 Thess. 
2: 23). 

What he testifies of his own writings Paul equally 
affirms of the writings of the other apostles. In his 
letter to the Ephesians he says truth not heretofore 
known has now been revealed to the “holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit” (Eph. 3:5). In this he 
is in accord with the Son of God, who assured these 
very apostles that when they should speak (and 
therefore when they should write) it would not be 





“No one has right to call the Bible the Word 
” recently said i i 


of a seminary 
student; and he added, “There is no authority in 
the Bible itself for doing so. The minister who 
does so from the pulpit tells a lie.” What are the 
facts in the case? 

Readers of the Times will be grateful to learn 
that this challenge to such denial is being pub- 
lished in pamphlet form, convenient for mailing in 
an ordinary envelope and for distributing broad- 
cast.. It can be had of The Sunday School Times 
Company, at 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, or 1 
cent each for 50 or more copies. 








themselves, but, as he said, “the Spirit of your 
Father which speaketh in you” (Matt. 10: 20). 
Without hesitation it may be said the Apostle Paul 
claims full inspiration for the writings of Peter, 
James, John, and Jude as made by the Spirit in and 
to them. The Apostle Peter speaking not only for 


_ himself but in the name of the other apostles gives 


an added testimony to the inspiration of Paul’s 
epistles. He says: “Even as our beloved brother 
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him, 
hath written unto you [to the Diaspora, the scattered 
Hebrews]; as also in all his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
unto their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:15, 16). 

This is an unequivocal declaration by Peter that 
the writings of Paul are to be received upon the 
same authority as the Scriptures of Israel; and it 
is this same Apostle Peter who, speaking of the in- 
spiration of the Old Testament, says the men who 
wrote it “spake as they were moved - A the Holy 
Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). It is he who also declares 
that the Spirit of Christ was in them as the source 
and inspiration of their testimony, leading’ them to 
write “beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow” (1 Pet. dda 

The Gospels carry their own internal claim to be 
the authoritative record of the Son of God in the 
flesh. The book of Acts gives the history of the 
Son of God acting in and through the Spirit. 

The Christ i on Every Page 

When.you read the Gospels you feel no sentiment 
about their authors. It does not occur to you that 
Matthew was a genius, nor that John with consum- 
mate skill hides himself behind the Christ he so real- 
istically portrays. . You do not think of the authors 
of these biographies at all. On the contrary, as you 
read, you seem to be made conscious of Christ him- 
self, and, mark you! not the Christ merely who lived 
a histdfic life et ago in Judea or Galilee, but a 
Christ who in some strange way faces you as you 
read. You may begin by asking questions about him, 
but before long you have the sense that as a living 
present personality he is questioning you, probing 
you to the heart’s core. When you read through the 
Acts you may for a while think of it as Church his- 
tory, but soon and involuntarily you will feel your- 
self like the apostles under the dominance of the 
Spirit of Christ, encouraging -you on the one side, 
rebuking you and holding you in check on the other. 
In short, as you read, as you study and submit to 
the Book and give yourself up to the current of its 
thought, whether in the Old or the New Testament, 
you feel it asserting and high-handedly emphasizing 
its claim to be, not the word of man, but in very truth 
the Word of God. And because of this overreaching 
and persistency of claim you never think of the dif- 
ferent styles of the Book as the styles of individual 
writers, whether it be a David, a Paul, or a John, but, 
rather, always as of the one versatile and eternal 
Spirit who spake in and through these men, using 
their faculties, choosing and differencing their words. 

Without apology, without let-up on any page, the 
Bible itself insistently and authoritatively claims to 
be inspired of God. 


The Evidence of Inspiration—The evidence is 
manifold. 

It is seen in the picture the Bible gives of the 
natural man. 

It paints a portrait against which the natural man 
everywhere revolts. The most aggressive repudi- 
ation of the Bible to-day roots itself in this very 
revolt of the natural man against the character the 
Bible gives him. The Bible view of man, then, is not 
natural. It is supernatural. It is not the super- 
naturalism of evil, but of good. Since it is the 
supernaturalism of good, it is the supernaturalism of 
God and therefore his inspiration. 





The inspiration of the Bible is evidenced by its 
attitude to sin. 

It is an attitude which contradicts that of the 
natural man at every point. The natural man 
looks upon sin as weakness conditioned by local 
genital causes and environment.. As the age advances 
the method of dealing with it is more and more 
pathological and less and less judicial. Modern 
thought is up in arms against the punishment of sin. 
It repudiates the statute that “Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall ‘his blood be shed” (Gen. 9.6). 
The effort of the hour is to repeal it. Yet, accord- 
ing to the Bible, this is the fundamental law of hu- 
man government as ordained of God, the authority 
to take life and thereby establish justice and the 
majesty of the law: According to the Bible, murder 
is high trzason against God. It is so because man is 
the image of God constitutionally and governmentally. 
In striking at man the stroke is logically against God, 
and had it power sufficient would kill God himself. 
Thus in the very outset of human and ordained 
government in his endeavor through man to admin- 
ister righteousness in the earth the God of the Bible 
sets himself against sin and demands punishment as 
an equivalent of righteousness. The Bible judges 
sin in any form, sin-in motive as well as deed, in 
nature as well as the fruit of it to be, not pathetic 
weakness, but excuseless wickedness. *It burns with 
indignation against it, pours such a flame of wrath- 
ful words upon it, does it so scorchingly, so search- 
ingly and with such a keen and pitiless analysis that 
the pages seem to grow crisp, to curl and wither 
beneath the measureless blasting and fierce hatred 
of them. 

Here is an outbreaking, judicial, and punitive de- 
mand against sin which in all its essential movement 
proves itself to be beyond that of man; a movement 
which as you follow it brings you face to face with 
a God who hates sin and hates it in proportion as he 
loves righteousness, a God who will by no means 
clear the guilty; a concept of God which only such 
a God himself could inspire. 

An indisputable evidence of inspiration is the Bible 
anticipations of science. ; ; 

These anticipations are there covering the whole 
field of investigation from the stratified rocks be- 
neath our feet to the circumambient air and the region 
swept by the shining stars, eVery day’s advance in 
scientific accuracy serving only to emphasize the wis- 
dom which at the least has saved the Book from 
making a single mistake in any of its bold and far- 
flung statements. 

One of the most impressive evidences of inspira- 
tion is to be found in the setting forth of events 
centuries before they come to pass. 

Such is the forecast of the people of Israel. Their 
expulsion from the promised land (and all this 
clearly stated before they entered it), their wander- 
ing as exiles amid the nations, their unparalleled 
suffering, the assurance of their preservation at the 
expense of their cnemies, their multiplication and 
final restoration, Such chapters as the twenty-sixth 
of Leviticus and twenty-eighth of Deuteronomy in 
which the future need only be changed to the past 
tense to afford an accurate history of events already 
in large degree fulfilled. Prophecy so tremendously 
fulfilled that to-day on the background of their na- 
tional sorrow and the centuries of tragedy through 
which they have passed they are not only a pre- 
served and multiplied people twelve millions in num- 
ber, but as such, twelve millions of unanswerable 
proofs that these Scriptures are the inspired, infalli- 
ble Word of God. 


Prophecies that Overleap Millenniums 


Look at the amazing predictions of the Christ, 
realized after in a definiteness of detail from the 
hour of his birth, the deeds of his life, to the pecu- 
liar and exceptional incidents of his death and burial, 
making it impossible to resort to the subterfuge ex- 
planation of coincidence; and where, indeed, coinci- 
dence would be a miracle, not coincidence at all, but 
a self-evident demonstration of fulfilment. 

Take up and read searchingly the prophecy of 
Daniel presented in symbol and visions, giving a fore- 
view of Gentile rulership from the days of Nebu- 
chadnezzar to this hour. Read the warning of Christ 
and his apostles concerning the state of the world in 
the closing hours of this age; and then let the war 
now raging (as foretold) within the prophetic or 
one-time Roman earth, the entrance of all nations, 
one after another (as foretold) into the bloody 
maelstrom, the rushing and tumult of the people (as 
foretold) like the rushing and tumult of the wind- 
tossed sea, the disappearance of old foundations un- 
der the rising tide of democracy, the overwhelming 
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evidence that we are now in the region of the “clay” 
and the shadow of the long foretold world Kaiser; 
let all this forecast and the now steadily — 
events demonstrate beyond controversy a wisdom an 
specific foreknowledge impossible to men and alone 
possible by the inspiration of God. : 

Evidence of divine inspiration is to be found in 
the constitution of the Book. 

It is not a construction, but a growth. The root 
is in Genesis. In Genesis you find the germ of every 
doctrine afterwards revealed. Genesis gives us the 
origin of n and his fall. Exodus tells of, re- 
demption blood. Leviticus describes sacrifice, 
priesthood, and worship. In Numbers you have the 
wilderness experience of the redeemed. Deuteronomy 
prepares an elect people for a chosen inheritance. . 
pom the elect are to possess as much of the in- 

eritance as the courage and consecration of faith 
will allow. Ruth brings in the Gentile bride of a 
Jewish Lord (symbol a the Church and Christ) as a 
parenthesis of grace between the rejection of Israel 
upon the one side and the setting up of the kingdom 
on the other. The whole Book is an orderly growth 
in structure and thought and moves sequentially till 
you reach Malachi. There you lean across four cen- 
turies of gin me silence and wait for the coming 
of him of whom all the types and prophecies have 
been speaking, He who is the redeemer of men and 
the God of the whole earth. 

When you turn to the New Testament 
the expectant complement of the Old. ch is de- 

ndent on the other. Hebrews keys Leviticus, 

phesians stands over against Deuteronomy and 
Joshua, Revelation explains Daniel, John’s Gospel 
defines the God of Genesis and identifies him as “the 
Word made flesh.” 

The inspiration of the Book is to be seen in the 
unit of its characteristic objective. 

No mattér when, by whom, or under what circum- 
stances the Book was written, its characteristic ob- 
jective is one. That objective is to set forth neither 
Israel nor the Church, but the Christ of God in all 
his manifold and varied relations. Because of this 
unity of objective he is the key of the Book. Put him 
into Genesis and he will meet you as the God who 
created the heavens and the earth, as Yaveh Elohim 
who talked with Adam at Eden’s gate, You will see 
him in Isaac laid upon the altar and esen raised 


ou find it 


from the dead. You will see him in Joseph the one 
perfect flawless figure of the Book. He is the secret 
of the analogues, the Antitype who fulfills all the 
types, the unfailing guide who will conduct you 
through every mystery, turn every apparent con- 
tradiction into harmony, and flood every page with 
a burst of heaven’s sunlight. 

The vitality of the Book is the witness of a con- 
tinual, ages-long miracle. 

Where a decade sees the death and burial without 
hope of resurrection of the average text-book, aad 
the masterpieces of antiquity line the shores of time 
as tide-returned and use-rejected things, this Book 
poe on living, throbbing, stirring the heart, soul, and 

rain as no other book ever has done, as no other 
book ever will. 

It is worth while as co-ordinate corroboration of 
this vitality to consider the attitude of the world’s 
intellect to the Book. 

How much of that intellect, think you, is devoting 
itself to the study of the sacred (7?) books of the 
world’s other religions? But to-day the best fur- 
nished minds, the keenest intellects, the men of pro- 
foundest patience in research, men of supreme genius, 
are giving themselves up to the cross examination and 
exhaustive analysis of a word sunken in the depths 
of the Pentateuch, or a phrase uttered by the man of 
Nazareth amid the Judean hills or by the ringed 
shores of Galilee. Even the mad, wholly irrational 
effort of those who use their learning to confute it 
bears unconscious as well as involuntary witness in 
the intensity and fruitlessness of the intellectual im- 
pulse which at the last falls vanquished before it, 
that this Book has an inspiration above the genius 
of man and is invulnerable to every assault, no mat- 
ter how subtle, that can be made against it. 

Here is a book which alone satisfies the universal 
conscience in the Dy oe it makes concerning 
the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man; the 
only book that offers a way of salvation both judi- 
cial and moral which, while it saves the sinner, pun- 
ishes his sin and glorifies both the grace and the 
law of God; a proposition which rests upon pre- 
cisely the same scientifically demonstrable principle 
by which man is to-day an heir and a slave of sin— 
the “one for the many.” 

Here is the book which is bread to the spiritually 
hungry, water to the spiritually thirsty, a mine out 
of which to bring forth spiritual riches, a thesaurus 
of truth, a university in which the faculty are 
prophets, priests, and kings, a curriculum which 
sweeps the whole range of doctrine from the being 
of God, the creation of man, his fall, his redemption, 
‘ the triumph of resurrection, the rebirth of the soul, 
the regeneration of the earth, to the final victory of 
God and Christ in a world where paradise lost be- 
comes paradise regained with—plus. 

Here is a book which, the more you study it, the 
more you yield to its demands, proves itself to be 
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the nexus with God, so really and actually the nexus 
that you may unfailingly measure the God-conscious- 
ness in a human being by his nearness to, or remoté- 
ness from, the Bible. 

That the Bible is the Word of God is not to be 
demonstrated solely in a court of extraneous and 
circumstantial evidence, but corroboratively in the 
supreme court of conscience and consciousness. 
book which alone of all books inspires men for God, 
revolutionizes the very structure of the soul, nega- 
tives old temperaments and turns a helpless slave of 
the flesh into a joyous child and an enthusiastic and 
devoted servant of God, is not a book inspired by 
man; and when it speaks, whether it record the vir- 
tues of a saint, the subtilty of the Devil, the failure 
of an apostle, the wickedness of the world; whether 
it report the direct utterance of God, or the folly 
and blasphemy of man, speaks forth not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth the Word of God. 


_ Those Who Deny Inspiration—Those who deny the 
inspiration of thé Bible are those who are more fa- 
miliar with the word of man than the Word of God, 
find enjoyment in the companionship of pale and 
oy doubt, are happy only when they stumble into 
a labyrinth of supposedly hopeless Fie nese con- 
tradictions, and are filled with childish delight in the 
alphabetical and puzzle play of documentary dissec- 
tion. The deniers of Bible inspiration are those who 
drink in unbelief as sand absorbs water; whose ears 
are attuned to catch the note of discord; who are 
wholly unfamiliar with the spiritual harmonies play- 
ing through every verse and know nothing of the 
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river of life whose crystal waves unseen flow over 
every page. Those who deny inspiration are in truth 
those who with all their boastful and untrue claim 
of “scholarship agreed” are no more competent to 
discuss the Bible than the blind man who at the noon- 
tide of light denies the sun is shining; no more 
competent than the deaf man who cannot hear the 
song in the throat of a lark as it rises from the lush 
grasses by his side. 


Those Who Know the Book Is Inspired—Those 
who know the Bible to be the Word of God, who 
know it for themselves and not another, who find its 
verification every day in the foretold and fulfilling 
events which salute it as they pass, who know it to 
be the Word of God in the deep consciousness of its 
power to move’ the soul, are those who live within it 
as in the ivory galleries of the King and see him in 
his beauty at every turning. These drink of the 
Bible as of a fountain of never-failing spiritual life 
and health, feed upon it as daily bread, look through 
it as through a telescope into the Heaven of God, into 
that court where holiness is the fashion, yield to it 
as to the touch of fingers which sweep a harp’s chord 
into music, open their minds to the message it brings, 
have that spiritual sense which pense wae perceives 
the truth, are unafraid at any of the demands it 
makes, and day by day as they read it on bended 
knee and with obedient spirit find it to be the breath 
of God breathing to them in its slightest terms and 
demonstrating each word and sum of all to be in 
very truth the living Word of the living God. 

New York City. 





By the Rev. J. S. Armentrout 





Teaching the Teacher to Teach } 


How can the Sunday-school best prepare the church’s most important volunteer for his task ? 


Director of Teacher-Trainin, < 
Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work d 


and Organized Bible Class Work, 








Did you ever take a Sunday-school Teacher Training Course? Was it worth while ? 
Did you have such a vision of the need as Mr. Armentrout has, as he describes a 
method for meeting it? The Editor of The Sunday School Times wants to hear from 


you if you have studied such a course, 


Please write him a letter, telling him what 


course or courses you have followed; how you studied them, whether by yourself or in 

a teacher-training class ; how long you continued the course ; what benefits you have 

seen in your own Bible study, in your equipment for Sunday-school teaching, in 
personal blessing to your own life, and in any other way, 


RONGLY, the home is depending more and 
Wve: upon the church to teach religion to its 

children. But the fact remains, and in con- 
sequence the church is tg a new burden on its 
Sunday-school teacher. The latter is, therefore, the 
most important volunteer worker in the church to- 
day.. If the responsibility is to be met the Sunday- 
school teacher must in large measure meet it. The 
task of the teacher is a glorious one, but it is one 
fraught with grave responsibilities. In the class are 
children from all kinds of homes, with all sorts of 
religious training, or none at all, and to them the 
teacher must present Jesus Christ, their Saviour, 
must hold up definite standards of Christian char- 
acter. 

Because the church is recognizing these facts anew 
and as never before, it is asking about its teachers in 
a new way and demanding of them new things. It is 
holding up new standards of training for the work 
and challenging the best of its men and women. Not 
only more consecration is being demanded, but more 
knowledge of the matter to be taught and of the way 
to present it. No longer does the wise superintendent 
ruake availability the only test for teaching, but he se- 
lects carefully the best. No longer is “love for chil- 
dren” the only requirement, but ability to translate 
this love into helpfulness to the children is required. 

As might be expected the churches have been set- 
ting some sort of uniform standard for the training 
cf teachers. Recently 2 new one, and an advanced 
one, has been set up by the Sunday-school Council 
and the International Sunday-school Association, in 
response to the demand of the church. This stan- 
dard is in the form of an outline for a teacher-train- 
ing course. Various denominations: have taken these 
outlines and had text-books prepared for the use of 
the training classes in their schools. Before I pre- 
sent the outlines in detail certain imteresting things 
in the new course should be considered, 

1. It is a course covering three years of work, or 
120 lessons. A teacher cannot be made ‘in a day nor 
a successful teacher in a year. So this course is 
planned to cover a longer period of time and provide 
for more thorough training. The diploma is awarded 
only on the completion of the full three years’ work, 
a special certificate and seal being given for the 
first and second years. 

2. It presupposes that the Sunday-school has done 
its work of Bible training well. The course does not 
make provision for Elementary Bible study as did the 





old courses. This is not the work of the Trainin 
Department, but the work of the grades in the school. 
If they have not been fulfilling their task it would 
seem wiser to raise their standard to what it 
should be rather than lower the standard of teacher- 
training. 

3.it is a real training course. The study of the 
pupil is thorough, the consideration of the teacher is 
far-reaching. The first year, in addition to these two 
studies, presents a study of\ the Gospels from the 
point of view of teaching them to the various depart- 
ments, The studies are all those that will assist the 
consecrated Christian to prepare to teach well. 

4. It is a specialization course. We have come to 
realize that the Sunday-school is big enough to de- 
mand specialization. The course gives the prospec- 
ti e teacher this opportunity in the third year, when 
the special preparation for a particular department 
may be made, The full outline for the three years 
of work is as follows: 

Year 1—The Pupil, the Teacher, How to Teach the 
Life of Christ, the Sunday-school—organization, ad- 
ministration, and curriculum ; ten lesson for each sub- 
ject. ° 
Year 2—Teaching Values of the Old Testament, 
Teaching Values of the New Testament, Training the 
Devotional Life of Young People, The Message of 
the Christian Religion; ten lessons each. 

Year 3—Beginners and Primary Units, Junior 
Units, Secondary Units, Adult Units, Administrative 
Units; forty lessons each. 

The forty lessons of each of these units are to be 
divided among various books, giving at least ten 
lessons to a specialized study of the pupil and twenty 
lessons to methods. The other ten lessons are vari- 
ously assigned in different units. 

The Adult and the Administration units are 
planned for a wider view of the whole problem of 
religious education in the church. 

As intimated above, there is no one definite set 6f 
books prepared for this course—various denomina- 
tions have had texts written for their own teachers. 
All of these authors have been carefully chosen and 
a high standard has been maintained as a conse- 
quence; most of the denominations will use for the 
work of the third year some of the standard refer- 
ence books already prepared. A wide variety of these 
is in existence so that wise selections can be made for 
the particular course desired. Certainly a new day 
is: dawning for -Sunday-school -work -when a stan- 
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dard of such excellence is held up for teachers and 
workers. 

The question remaining is twofold: “Will teachers 
present and prospective, meet the new challenge of 
standard?” and “How may they undertake the work?” 

‘The first question can be met only by schools and 
teachers themselves as they come to a realization of 
the wonderful privileges of a teacher. If it were 
possible to take all teachers into the presence of 
some who have thought enough of their task to frain 
for it then this question would be answered. 

There are three answers to the second question: 

First. Organize a training class in your own school. 
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Your denomination will be glad to suggest ways and 

means to this end. The logical place to train is in 

connection with your own school. 

_ Second. If you cannot get a group together, or 

— a group, take the course by correspondence. 
any are doing this with great success. 

Third. Enter a gy | training school. In 
many ways this is best, for fhe community often can 
demand the service of leaders who are better than 
any one church can obtain. The requirements and 
standards of this Training School are described in 
Educational Leaflet No. 4 of the International Sun- 
day-School Association. Any community .which has 








Christ, and two Catechisms.” 

This rather unusual request was preferred by 
a charming young woman with a shining face to the 
astor of the Third Presbyterian Church of Chester, 
:. in his study in the church building. He was the 
Rev. Abraham L. Lathem. The books were needed to 
be taught in one grade of the sixth annual session of 
the remarkable Summer Bible School which has been 

conducted in this church for the past six years. 

The booklets asked for were prepared by Dr. 
nee A. Worden, of the Presbyterian Board of 

ublication, for just such teaching. Pastor Lathem 
has himself written a text-book called “The Way of 
Life,” an excellent compendium of full Bible knowl- 
edge, adapted to children. , 

The request for the booklets by Miss Stewart was 
overheard by a representative of The Sunday School 
Times, who had gone to Chester to have a look-in 
on this wonderful school. As he had entered the 
portals of the church, he heard floating out from 
somewhere in the inner recesses of the building, in a 
sweet childish treble, these words: , 

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it 
shall be called The way of holiness.” 

There was more—the children in one of the grades 
were repeating the thirty-fifth of Isaiah. 

The pastor piloted the way all through the Sun- 
day-school Department. Mrs. Lathem was teaching 
the twelfth grade in the main Sunday-school room. 
They were studying about Palestine in early Apos- 
tolic history. “Edna, you may go to the map and 
tell us about Government,” Mrs. Lathem was say- 
ing, and after a bright girl had described how Rome 
held Judea in subjection at that time, Mrs. Lathem 
said again: “Ethel, go to the map and tell us about 
early cities.”. Another bright girl went to the map 
at the back of the platform and in a few short, tell- 
ing sentences described Jerusalem, Samaria, and 
Ceesarea. 

In another grade, shut in with folding doors up 
in the balcony around the main Sunday-school room, 
Mr. Lathem’s seventeen-year-old son was ever 
ten- and eleven-year-old boys and girls. Thgse al 
had their Bibles, and were learning the Sixty-first 
Psalm. The oldest Lathem i. keeps house while 
ol amma is teaching, and two other girls are 
pupils. 

In the kindergarten were forty-three tots, and Mr. 
Lathem stopped to whisper in my ear a word of 


“T WANT two of Peter, two of ‘Paul, two of 


“commendation of his brilliant kindergarten teacher. 


Indeed after we left each one of the departments, the 
enthusiastic pastor would pause outside the door to 
tell me something about the individuality or training 
of each teacher. 

In almost every grade you heard the children re- 
peating whole chapters of the Bible. Sometimes they 
did this in unison, and again a single girl or boy 
would be called on to rise and repeat the chapter, 
and they always seemed eager to do so. 

“The conception of this school came to me,” said 
Pastor Lathem as we got back to his study, “as I 


was studying the statistics of our General Assembly. - 


I had read that out of about 80,000 members who 
were added annually to our church rolls, 50,000 were 
dropped the same year. This appalling state of 
affairs ‘got on my nerves.’ The Sunday-school is a 
good moral and spiritual force, but it is not a real 
educational force. Might it be possible to remedy 
this? I dreamed about it. I preached on it. I 
talked it to my session. I prayed about it. The 
school idea was the remedy.” This is the way Mr. 
Lathem told me he had thought the subject through: 


The topmost question of the Church is the 
spiritual, moral, and religious education of its 
youth—in one word, Biblical education. The 
Church has made a worse “out” at this prob- 
lem than any other. It has to a certain extent 
worked out the problem of evangelism; it is slowly 
working out the problem of the care of its mem- 





Is there not the germ of world-wide service in 
this idea of a Summer Graded Bible School, so 

rofitably used by Mr. Lathem in his church? 
May it not be almost as full of possibilities as “the 
haystack prayer-meeting,” or the little group pray- 
pe gee Princeton, led by Wm. E. Dodge, Jr., 
out of which grew the great Christian Student 
movements of modern times? In The Sunday 
School Times of May 16, 1914, the curriculum of 
this remarkable school was given in full. Will 
you pray that God may make the fullest possible 

use of this plan? 








bership, and it has also done something worth while 
in the higher education of its young people. But 
it is safe to say that there are few, if any, who will 
not confess that in the education of the rank and 
file of its young the failure has been great. 

The causes of this are threefold. In the first 
place, the importance of the problem has not been 
grasped. In the second place; the means and the 
time employed have been inadequate. In the third 
place, the attempt has been made to do the work 
through. unqualified instructors. 

The State in its wisdom requires for the ade- 
quate instruction of the young in English 93,500 
minutes, and for their instruction in mathematics 
128,000 minutes through the public school system, 
the work to be done through a corps of compe- 
tently trained teachers holding certificates attesting 
their qualification for the work. 

The Church has been satisfied with about 1,000 
minutes per year for the instruction of her young 
jn the affairs of Christ and His kingdom, these 
twenty-minute periods, once a week, being sep- 
arated by intervals of seven days and consisting 
for the most part of pious talks on the Sunday- 
school lesson on the part of persons who, gener- 
ally, have had no training whatever in the work 
of teaching and whose time during the intervals 
between the lessons is necessarily given up to 
secular work. 

Such work, unquestionably, would wreck the 
public school system and it is wrecking the Church. 
For the year closing March 31, 1916, the Presby- 
terian Church placed on her suspended roll 55,524 
persons—more than one-half as many as she re- 
ceived on profession of faith in Christ. Why did 
these persons drop out? For the most part, be- 
cause they had received no preparation for church 
membership in so far as real knowledge of the 
Scriptures is concerned. The Gospel seed in their 
case was sown on stony ground and soon sprang 
up and, as there was no depth of earth, it quickly 
withered away. 

The Bible School, as planned and carried out 
in the Third Presbyterian Church of Chester, Pa., 

ives a real Bible education. Only the Word of 

od is taught, which (2 Tim. 3:16) is “able to 
make wise unto salvation.” Our Bible School is 





Have you succceded in getting the members 
of your Sunday-school class to study their Sun- 
day-school lessons at home? If so, how did 
you do it? Have you been able to get them 
to do it habitually ? Do they seem to enjoy 
this work ? The Editor of The Sunday School 
Times wants to hear from readers who are doing 

is; if you are one of them, will you please 
write him a letter telling just what methods you 
have followed and what results you have seen in 
your class work and in the lives of your pupils ? 











—=— ————————— 


A Graded Bible Course in Five Summer Weeks 


How a pastor uses Christian public school teachers to 
remedy neglected home Bible teaching 
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the interest of the child and the church at heart 
will do well to consider seriously the organization of 
such a school. 

The matter is a challenge to Christian men and 
women—a high standard of teacher preparation has 
been set up with texts easily available, and the church 
has organized the machinery to help in the work. 
Will Christians meet this challenge for a trained 
leadérship? No more important work is to be done 
than to teach the youth of the land the religion of 
Jesus Christ. To teach rightly the church must 
supply trained teachers. Will she? . 

PHILADELPHIA. 





By Howard A. Banks 








not a school for making chairs and hammocks and 
baskets and raffia work, but for the definite study 
of the Word of God, to get to know its facts and 
for the memorizing of its essential passages. 


The philosophy of the Bible School movement is 
found in the following principles: 

1. As the twig is bent, so the tree’s inclined. 

2. It is easier to take the crooks out of the twig 
than out of the tree. 

3. The spring season is the time for planting 
and sowing. 

4. Satan still finds mischief for idle hands to do. 

5. If good seed 78 not planted and cultivated, all 
soils, and especially the richest, produce weeds, but 
never fruits, vegetables, and flowers. 

6. The Holy Scriptures are able to make wise 
unto salvation. 

7. The thing which the Church emphasizes and 

. reverences the youth will likewise emphasize and 

reverence. 

Whatever the Church does or does not do, she 
must take adequate care of her youth. She is not 
doing so. 


The teachers are Christian women, for the most 
part public school teachers splendidly trained, who 
receive a small salary for their services and who 
are devoted to the work. 

The school closed its sixth year July 29, 1916. 
Each year it is in session five weeks, each day ex- 
cept Saturday and Sabbaths, from 9 A. M. to 12 M. 
In every respect it is modeled after the public 
school. The discipline is strict. There are study 
and recitation periods. Each pupil is tested every 
eight days, and during the term receives three 
reports. 

Each year the school has been increasingly suc- 
cessful. It opened its sessions five years ago with 
five teachers, and the’ attendance averaged 163 
pupils. Last year there were ten teachers em- 
ployed —and they represented the Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, and Methodist denominations, and the 
average attendance of pupils was 327, among them 
27 grown men and women. And, in addition to 
these, there were 15 men and women in a night 
class. The total number of pupils in the school, 
not including the night class, was 347; including 
night class and teachers, 373. The percentage 
of attendance was 94%. One hundred and ninety- 
one pupils did not miss\one session. The figures 
will be about the same this year. 

_ A fine spirit of devotion and loyalty is increas- 
ingly manifested from year to year. The contri- 
butions to a large degree, for the support of the 
school, are voluntary. And this year, after all ex- 
= were met, there was a surplus of about 

100. My own church pays all the expenses, but we 
cordially invite parents of any denomination to 
send their children free, and many come. 

Can the churches do anything better for their 
young? Is it not true that there is gross darkness 
and great ignorance among church-members? Is 
the church not responsible for this? 


As the school was about to close at noon a 
heavy shower of rain fell, and some 25 mothers, 
sisters, cousins, and aunts came laden with um- 
brellas, raincoats, and overshoes. The Sunday 
School Times representative inquired of a mother as 
to the value of i:e <chool to her son. 

“Robert talks <.bout the Bible all the time,” she an- 
swered. “He called me into his room the other night 
and asl-ed me if I knew a boy could go in swimming 
in the Dead Sea and never sink. I took the twelfth 
grade myself last year.” 

“My fundamental principle is love,” said Pastor 
Lathem. “A boy said to be ungovernable at the city 
graded schools was a bit unruly one day. He was 
sent to me. I pleaded with him and prayed with him, 
and he is one of our best behaved pupils to-day.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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[ Is the Christian College Needed > | 


How the world-war has brought secularism in education into judgment 





President of 


By John E. White, D.D. Anderson College 





country to place his son in college, visited in- 

stitution after institution to see how the Gospel 
he was giving his life to preach was regarded in the 
educational establishments of the East. He was 
amazed and disheartened to find that the attitude and 
the atmosphere of these institutions were scarcely 
‘less critical and unfriendly than the heathen univer- 
sity in the precincts of which he was giving his life as 
a missionary. 

The Christian college does not lack for friends 
but not many rich nor many powerful seem called 
to its cause. It has reason to know that its value 
and importance are depreciated in the councils of 
higher education in this country. Its story is an 
epic of struggles and sacrifices, Its faculties are re- 
quired not only to be educators but heroes. 

One of its outstanding contributions to the pub- 
lic is its preservation among us of an unselfish and 
costly devotion to education. In the history of the 
groups of Christian people who are loyal to their 
colleges these institutions, rather than their churches, 
or mission boards, have been the “bloody angles” of 
expensive consecration and sacrifice. In spite of all, 
the tide of popular favor has steadily run against 
them. Their best leaders have fallen back upon one 
conclusion, 

If the need for the Christian college is not an ab- 
solutely indispensable need, if it does not represent 
a value vital to the integrity of Christianity itself, 
something essential in true education and something 
without which the world cannot be safe for de- 
mocracy or democracy safe for the world, it cannot 
survive. 

Secular education has secured ascendency over the 
whole field in the United States. With its alliances, 
endowments and public treasuries, the secular move- 
ment in education would seem to be thoroughly re- 
sponsible for whatever comes of American civiliza- 
tion as it is affected by its main volume of education. 

Secularism has been defined as “the exclusion of 
all the internal world from all the affairs of this 
world.” To all those great issues and institutions 
involving the problem of man’s religious and spirit- 
ual nature, its attitude is indifferent. It is con- 
cerned with man as an animal, body, brain, and 
energy. Its world is animal, vegetable, and mineral. 
If it deals with religion, it is as a department of 
psychology. If it deals with the Bible, it is as a 
great and good book among other great and good 
books. If it deals with moral standards of authority, 
it is in terms of experience and human judgment, 


Where Secular Education Fails 


The secular movement in education in this coun- 
try received its main impulse from Germany, and un- 
til recently the debt was proudly acknowledged. In 
unavoidable dissent from the ruling ideas of secular 
education, the Christian college has protested that 
the issues of religion were of the essence of life for 
the individual and the nation. 

It stood for God, the invisible King; for Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour and Lord of men; for the Bible 
as containing the Scriptures of inspiration; for the 
Ten Commandments and the Christian ethic as the 
basis of character and the authority of conscience; 
and for Education as the preparation of men for 
fellow-service in time and divine fellowship in 
eternity. It prophesied that civilization could not be 
safely laid on any other foundation. 

The distinction between the secular ideals and 
methods of education and the organizing ideals of 
the Christian college was very clear. They had many 
things in common, but were worlds apart. It is la- 
mentably true that public favor has now for a long 
time smiled upon the secular education and not upon 
the Christian college. 

It was not enough that the reasons for the Chris- 
tian college were sound and true, nor that its friends 
believed in it and sacrificed for it—the current of 
public opinion ran away. Something big enough to 
shock the world was needed to arrest the tide. The 
shock has fallen and the Christian college takes 
courage. ' 

The great and terrible war has suddenly brought 
secularism into judgment. The people are seeing the 
war through and seeing through it. At first it 
seemed unbelievable that such a collapse could occur 
in the highly cultivated countries of Europe and in 
our most educated and efficient age. We-were sur- 
prised at Germany, at the Twentieth Century. 

It is becoming clearer every day that the higher 
education of Germany was after all the powerful 
reinforcement of barbarism. The colleges and uni- 
versities were mighty for science, for intellectualism, 
for efficiency, and for ambition, but they were weak 


A ceesners to la who had just returned to this 


“A great church with a splendid woman’s col- 
lege nestling at its heart and as truly a part of its 
functions as the Sunday-school or the prayer- 
meeting!” 

If the combination pastor of this church and 
president of this college should speak his convic- 
tions upon the vital subject of Christian education, 
would he not be entitled to a hearing? The Sun- 
day School Times gives him this hearing on this 
page; and in a letter to the Editor he speaks defi- 
nitely of results: 


The church, with nearly fifteen hundred members, has 
raised $81,720.00 for all causes; baptized 105; main- 
tained an average Sunday-school attendance of over 
800. The college has enrolled 232 young women from 
seven states, and at the recent commencement graduated 
73 young women in its of Bible and Chris- 
tian Service, which fits them for actual Bible Class 
work, Sunday-school teaching, and Mission Study 
Class work in the churches, 








for the Gospel of Christ and the souls of the people. 
The people of this country are affected by these 
disclosures. Our leaders of secular education are 
frankly disconcerted, The public confidence in the 
ideals of secular education is certainly for the mo- 
ment suspended. The president of the richest and 
largest university in the United States has given 
frank expression to misgivings which are spreading: 


We have just been treated to a shocking spec- 
tacle and one which may well cause us to wonder 
whether the influence of higher education is even 
yet more than skin deep. It takes no small faith 
to face the situation. Scholarship alone is plainly 
useless as a guide to conduct. Science alone is in 
the same category. Literary achievements and lit- 
erary reputation are no guarantees of common 
sense and ordinary decorum. It must be true then 
that the world-old problem remains, li is that of 
shaping and directing men’s conduct. We once 
thought that if we could put higher education in 
the reach of all we would solve the problem of 
injustice, wrong and evils of society. But we have 
found that to be utterly mistaken. Men do not do 
what they know they ought to do, but what they 
want to do. The mind may be trained to all its 
capacity and the man himself left the slave of his 
impulse and passions. 


In view of this confession from such a quarter; we 
must be impressed that something is needed that 
secular education has not provided. The Christian 
college takes heart to reassert its claims and to re- 
issue its protest. The word of its prophecy is ful- 
filled in the eyes of the people. 

The greatest question confronting the world is 
how Christianity may be made nationally and inter- 
nationally effective. The first answer is _ this: 
Christianity must be maintained faithful to its orig- 
inal genius, The demonstration is before us that 
Christianity is not itself where yielded to the half- 
gods. That it may save it must itself be saved. 


Christianity’s Vast Trust 


Surrendering its function of education, Christianity 
is in so much no longer the religion of Jesus. Edu- 
cation is its function so vital that, abandoned or 
neglected, its integrity, its character, its heart, suffer 
mortal wounding, Turning away from its task of 
education, it turns against itself. 

Christianity is salt, life, light, and it must express 
itself intentionally and powerfully in saving, lifting, 
and enlightening. It is true Christianity can exist 
without actively engaging in education, just as it can 
exist without actively engaging in the missionary 
propaganda; it can exist without the Christian col- 
lege or the Christian program of missions, but un- 
progressively and unfaithfully. 

Christianity needs the Christian college to keep 
pure its deposit of truth. It is charged with certain 
definite revelations from God. It is charged with 
the custody of the Scriptures, the Christian facts— 
the prophecies—the miracles and the great revela- 
tions. Its first obligation is to preach and preserve 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all men and nations, 
and to apply and enforce the saving, restraining, 
and constraining power of Christ in human society. 

It is not a matter of indifference whether Chris- 
tianity keeps true to the New Testament. It has no 
ground on which to stand if the Christian facts are 
held lightly and maintained feebly. The simplicity 
toward Christ which the Apostle Paul protested is 
the only principle on which Christianity can pre- 
serve in power its message for mankind. The Chris- 





tian college is the educational bulwark for a simple 
and conquering faith in the land. 

If it is important to have Christianity healthy and 
vigorous and to hold secure that g thing which 
was delivered to it by the Holy Ghost, the Christian 
college is indispensable. Out of the college comes 
the Christian leadership, the teachers, the writers, 
the thinkers; and if it is secular, doubtful or indif- 
ferent, the thought and feeling of the Christian 
churches will follow that spirit as night the day. 

The task of education in this country is tremendous. 
In the native population, great areas of illiteracy re- 
main untouched. Above the level of the common 
school, the vast majorities of men and women never 
darken college doors. By i sy the problem 
is vastly burdened and perplexed. In this situation 
the Christian college is needed to provide the inade- 

uate opportunity for higher education upon which 
the country is dependent. 

If the Christian colleges were withdrawn from the 
field, the opportunity for a college education in this 
country would be almost contemptible in comparison 
with the demand for it. This fact would be enough 


‘ of itself to exact much more consideration for the 


Christian college than the leaders of secular educa- 
tion have been accustomed to give—as for instance, 
when the president of the Carnegie Foundation, rul- 
ing out denominational colleges from its benefits, 
allows with scant respect that they have a proper 
place in the machinery of educational propagandism. 

But education needs the Christian college for more 
than this the preponderant share in the actual burden 
of higher education; it needs the Christian college 
for a completer education than the secular ideals 
arrange to furnish. 


Secular Education Haled to Court 


Education is bound to be held responsible for the 
general morality of the people. What does it mean 
then that in our own country and in other countries 
illiteracy decreases, but crime increases? What does 
it mean that social immorality and social disease 
more than keep pace with the multiplication of 
schools and colleges? 

Education is brought to task for these things. A 
British medical association declares that it was the 
failure of the schools to teach “religion as a means 
of self-control.” Another authority asserts that 
“ninety percent of life failures among collegians are 
due to moral defects.” It is something in the man 
that education is not touching. What that is the 
Christian college assumes to know. It is the man’s 
religious nature, his spiritual emotions, his heart, the 
seat of his motives, and his attitude toward God and 
man. 

It is not therefore immodest for the Christian 
college on one hill to say to its secular colleague on 
the other: “You are doing good work as far as you 
go, but you do not go, nor do you mean to go, far 
enough, You are aiming at efficiency, but you are not 
aiming at sufficiency in education.” 

Secular education needs the Christian college to 
influence its spirit and method in the direction of 
the Christian ethic. As a matter of fact, in the 
regions with which the writer is most familiar, the 
State colleges are under the moral influence ef the 
Christian colleges. Teachers of irreligious character 
are not tolerated in them. Faculties hostile in the 
slightest degree to Christianity would be too great a 
risk to run in the face of public opinion. 

This public opinion comes out of the churches and 
their colleges which keep the currents of Christian 
education flowing. If these colleges were withdrawn 
from contact with the State colleges, it would be but 
a few years before the Christian standards they now 
maintain would be lowered. 

The question of religious instruction in the public 
schools indicates another need for the Christian col- 
lege. That question remains unsettled. Under our 
laws, religion cannot be made compulsory. What 
then can be done to provide the religious instruction 
which every one admits is needed in these schools? 

The answer is, the Christian teacher. A new and 
great field of opportunity here opens to the Chris- 
tian college. It can turn itself to the large work of 
normal instruction and teacher-training. For the 
most part, it has left this field to the State. 

A Christian teacher, educated positively in religious 
conscience, trained in Bible study and Sunday-school 
service, is a character force far greater than the 
State can provide by doubtful and dangerous com- 
pulsory religious curriculum. The call of the pub- 
lic schoe! for teachers of avowed and active Chris- 
tian training voices a vital need. The Christian col- 
leges if they will may answer it. 


Anperson, S. C. 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST I9. FINDING THE BOOK OF THE LAW 


2 Chronicles 34 : 14-33. Commit verse 31 


Golden Text: I will not forget thy word.—Psalm 119 : 16 





_ The Lesson Pilot 
By Charlies Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
Te: late H. Clay Trumbull was once in an office 


where he occasionally had business, and the pro- 
prietor asked his opinion in a matter of prin- 


ciple. 

OThe Bible says so and so,” he answered. 

“What Bible?” the man sharply asked. 

“The Bible,” Dr. Trumbull quietly replied. 

“Mohammedans have one Bible, Buddhists have 
another. Jews have another Bible. Chinese have an- 
other Bible. Which Bible do you mean?” the busi- 
ness man challenged. 

“The Bible,” was the answer. _ 

“Well, I suppose I know what you mean.” — 

.Dr. Trumbull felt that that was a point gained to 
start with. The man had admitted that “the Bible” 
was not to be put on a plane with the others, show- 
ing that he really was in no doubt on the subject. 
And that was the beginning of an opportunity for 
bringing the Good News of the Bible to that unbe- 
lieving man which the Christian man later on gladly 
accepted, (This incident is given in the book, “Indi- 
vidual Work for Individuals,” page 182; Association 
Press, New York City, 25 and 50 cents.) 


Our Background Material 

Does the Bible- anywhere suggest that the earlier 
books of the Old Testament were written by Moses? 
See what the class think. Then, having handed out 
slips of paper in advance containing Scripture refer- 
ences, have them show how overwhelmingly the Bible 
does declare exactly this. The book that was found 
in the temple in Josiah’s reign was “the book of the 
law of Jehovah given by Moses” (v.14). — 

In the paragraph which is numbered 6 in the lead- 
ing editorial on the first two pages of this issue some 
striking facts about the book of Deuteronomy and 
the utterances of Moses are brought out; let the class 
have this. From any good concordance the teacher 
can find plenty of references to Moses’ authorship of 
the | aah ran (the first five books of the Old Testa- 
ment) ; have some of these read aloud. 

The Israelites called these books collectively “The 
Law” (Josh. 1:7; Matt. 5:17; “the law of Moses” 
(1 Kings 2:3; Ezra 7:6; Luke 2: 22); “The law of 
the Lord” (2 Chron, 31:3; Luke 2:23); “the book 
of the law” (Josh. 1:8); “the book of Moses” (2 
Chron. 25:3, 4); “the k of the law of Moses” 
(Josh. 8:31); etc. “Though the five books them- 
selves are not attributed.as a whole to Moses in any 
verse which they contain, yet the Pentateuch testi- 
fies expressly to the Mosaic authorship of its con- 
tents.” And see Exodus 17:14; 24:4; 25:1; Num- 
_bers 33:2. Look up “Pentateuch” in a good Bible 
dictionary. Note such New Testament passages as 
Matthew 19:7; 22:24; Mark 10:3; Luke j6: 29; 
24:27; Acts 28: 23, and many others. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It was not “a book of a law” that they found in the 
temple. It was the book of the law of Jehovah. It 
was the Bible,—the beginnings of the completed Bible 
which we have to-day,—-and which was as complete 
in the first century as it is now or ever-will be in this 
age. When Shaphan the scribe later said that the 
High Priest had delivered unto him “a book,” per- 
haps he intentionally refrained from saying “the,” 
knowing that as soon as he commenced reading its 
message the king would recognize that it was not “a 
book” but The Book. 

Are the members of your class satisfyingly clear as 
to why the Bible is uniquely, fundamentally, eternally 
different from any other book in the world? Prayer- 
fully study and master the message of the very re- 
markable article by Dr. Haldeman on page 427 of this 
issue, “Why Are We to Believe the Bible is Inspired ?” 
and let your class have its message. Notice what Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 2) says as to the people of God 
taking for granted the authority of the Book, as God 
wants us to do. A great scholar has suggested that 
this was the “temple copy” of the law of Moses, as 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) shows. 

An invaluable study of how God’s Word is pro- 
vided, preserved, permanent, and powerful is given 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5) in “The Heart of the 
Lesson.” 

But how did this book, this Bible, ever get lost? 
See what the class think. Dr. Mackie (1, 2) sug- 
gests how it might have remained concealed in the 
temple for so long. How people lose the Bible even 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Chronicles 34: 14-19, 29-33] 

1%4 And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the house of Jehovah, Hilkiah the priest 
found the book of the law of Jehovah ' given by Moses. 
1s And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, 
I have found the book of the law in the house of Je- 
hovah. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. 16 And 
Shaphan carried the book to the king, and moreover brought 
back word to the king, saying, All that was committed 
to thy servants, they are doing. 17 And they have * emptied 
out the money that wes found in the house of Jehovah, 
and have delivered it iato tie hand of the overseers, and 
into the hand of the workmen. 18 And Shaphan the scribe 
told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me 
a book. And Shaphan -ead therein before the king. 19 And 
it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the 
law, that he rent his clothes. ... 

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders 
of Judah and Jerusalem. jo And the king went up to the 
house of Jehovah, and all the men of Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the Levites, 
and all the people, both great and small: and he read in 
their ears all the words of the book of the covenant that 
was found in the house of Jehovah. 31 And the king stood 
in his place, and made a covenant before Jehovah, to walk 
after Jehovah, and to keep his commandments, and his 
testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with 
all his soul, to pefform the words of the covenant that 
were written in this book. 32 And he caused all that were 
found in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of 
God, the God of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took away all 
the abominations out of all the countries that pertained to 
the children of Israel, and made all that were found in 
Israel to serve, even to serve Jehovah their God. All his 
days they departed ‘not from following Jehovah, the God 
of their fathers. 


1 Heb. by the hand of. *Or, poured out 
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to-day in a Christian land is shown by Mr. Ridgway 
(1). Losing a Bible when it is in plain sight is dis- 
cussed by Mr. Howard. The losing of the book is 
also taken up in Pucker’s class (Mr. Rogers, 1, 2) ; 
and an actual experience in a little girl’s family is 


‘ described by Miss Frederick. 


What caused such grief and distress on Josiah’s 
part when he heard the words of the law? (v. 19.) 
Get the views of the class. The fact is that God’s 
law always discovers us to ourselves; and that is a 
startling, terrifying experience. What the law does 
for men is supernaturally described in Romans 7: 
7-14. Josiah identified himself and his people with 
their fathers and their sins; and he doubtless saw 
sins of omission and commission in himself and his 
own peonle under the awful searchlight of God’s law. 

Then, having. ascertained through inspired prophecy 
all the facts, the king continued to throw his whole 
heart and soul into the doing of God’s will to the 
uttermost detail. He first shared the Book with his 
people, and in the most thoroughgoing way (vs. 29- 
31). He had already done wonderfully well before 
this book was found; but he did not live in his past 
experience Of righteousness, but rather in Paul’s 
spirit in Philippians 3:13. He forgot the good things 
as well as the bad things that were behind, and 
stretched forward to the things which were before, 
pressing on into still further biessings for himself and 
his people. His further cleansing of the land is dis- 
cussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God’s words of judgment against sin may have two 
opposite effects upon persons, according to their atti- 
tude toward God. Some men are only hardened and 
embittered. A terrible instance of this is seen in the 
attitude of men toward God ai the end of this age, 
when the necessary and awful judgments of God 
upon the God-defying world come to pass, yet “the 
rest of mankind, who werc not killed with these 
plagues, . . . repented no: of their murders, nor of 
their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts” (Rev. 9: 20, 21). 

How blessedly different is Josiah’s attitude. His 
“heart was tender” (v. 27). He humbled himself be- 
fore God. He rent his clothes. He wept before God. 
If we take this attitude toward God, when under his 
judgment for sin, then no matter what our sin has 
been God can and will abundantly pardon and will 
bless us “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think” (Eph. 3:20). Have the class point out 
what God did for Josiah (vs. 27, 28). Scripture ref- 
erences throwing light on the meaning of “thy heart 
was tender” are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas in 
Question 5 at the end of his article. 

Teaching Points 

It is an astounding and infamous suggestion of the 
modern “higher” or destructive critics of the Bible 
that “the law of Jehovah given by Moses” which was 





found in the temple at this time was not by Moses 
but was a spurious or “faked” document, written and 
forged a comparatively few years before its finding, 
and put there in the temple, in order to turn the 
heart of the people to God! Whether this unthink- 
able theory is true or false, whether the law found in 
Josiah’s reign was or was not actually the law of 
Moses, is one of the crucial points in the modern 
higher critical problem; and it is explained and dis- 
cussed in the leading editorial on the first two pages 
of this issue. Be sure to read that article, and let the 
class understand clearly just what the question is. 

When we bring gifts to God, he is sure to give us 
a gift. They brought money to the house of Jehovah; 
and they took out of the house of Jehovah the pre- 
cious Word of God, his gift to them (Mal. 3: 10). 

Those who would be “critics” of the Bible should 
note that God has given us his Word in order that it 
may be the “critic”? of us. Then only are we safe 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 7). 


A pathetic and absurd conventionality sometimes 
seen at a Jewish funeral, where the rending of the 
clothes has no inner heart meaning at all (Dr. 
Mackie, 3). 

The prophetess says, “Teli ye the man” (v. 23), not 
“Tell ye the king.” Was she not recognizing that in 
the sight of God Josiah was only a sinful man? 


The fearful consequences of disubedience, which 
God would bring upon his chosen people if they 
would “not hearken unto the voice of Jehovah thy 
God,” are described in Deuteronomy 28: 15-68. 

Ministers as well as laymen were included in the 
instruction in the book of the law (v. 30). All need 
it to-day in the same way. 

Verse 31 is a good statement of “Surrender.” It 
is what we do when we obey Romans 12: 1. 

The king used his kingly power in a kingly way: 
he “caused” his people to obey the Word of God. 
Are we, who should be reigning with Christ (Rom. 
5:17), doing this for others all the time? 

The difference between the people who don’t find 
any diamonds in God’s Word dnd those who do is 
strikingly pictured in the Lesson Cartoon this week 
on page 434. Going down “humility’s shaft,” and 
digging deep, is the only way; scratching the surface 
won’t get us much. 

There are two ways to get thoroughly interested in 
God’s Word. -Believe it, And do it. Trust and 
obey. You cannot obey without believing; and you 
do not vitally believe unless you obey. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Was this book of the law new to Josiah? See what 
the class think; then give them the suggestion made 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 

Were there no men prophets in the land to con- 
sult? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3.) 

Why were such strong prophets as Jeremiah and 
. ae not sought out? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 

What does God’s Word, properly used, do for us? 
i's) fundamental things (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 

Why should God punish a generation for the sins 
of their fathers? 

Why did the king himself read the Book to his 
people instead of having this done by the priest? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Captivity of Judah (2 Kings 25 : 1-21). 


The enemies of the people of God are now actually 
surrounding the holy city of God, Jerusalem, with its 
temple, its house of God. Surely God will take care 
of his own house, his own city, and his own people. 
The answer we find in one of the most heartbreaking 
chapters in the whole Word of God. Oh, how black 
it all looks! But let us not forget, as we read this 
sad, tragic record, the glorious other side (Rom. 5: 20). 

Was Zedekiah right or wrong in rebelling against 
the king of Babylon? (2 Kings 24: 20.) 

What attempt did the military men of Jerusalem 
make to escape? 

Why did not God save Jerusalem, his house, and 
his people? 

What symbolical meaning has the cruelty done to 
Zedekiah by his enemies? 

Did all hope for the people of Judah then die? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





nnection.—During the repairs to the temple (vs. 

oan a discover ons made of a book of the law 
of the Lord, arid the results of this, constitute our 
present lesson. The event occurred when King 
Josiah was twenty-six years old. } 

Time.—621 B. C., the eighteenth year of Josiah’s 
reign (2 Chron. 34:8; 35: 19). . 

Parallel Passages.—2 Kings 22 and 23, together 
with Zephaniah and the earlier prophecies of Jere- 
miah as illustrative of the conditions of the time. 


Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical mat- 
ters connected with Palestine, see Smith, “Students’ 
Illustrated Historical Geography of the Holy Land 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 75 cents). 
The “Pulpit Commentary” on Chronicles contains use- 
ful suggestions (Funk and Wagnalls, New York City, 
$2). For the important critical question connected 
with this discovery of the law, reference should be 
made to “Reasonable Biblical Criticism, by Beecher, 
chapter 19 (The Sunday School Times Company, 
$1.50). 

1. The Message of the Lesson 

The Law Found (vs. 14-18). At the time of bring- 
ing out the money which had been collected (v. 9) 
a remarkable discovery was made by Hilkiah, the 
high priest, who found “the” book, not “a book, but 
one particular and doubtless familiar book. It was 
the custom in the East, as indeed it is to this day, 
to deposit sacred books in temples and other places 
of worship, and a great scholar, M. Naville, suggests 
with force and likelihood that this discovery was the 
temple copy of the law of Moses (Deut. 31: 25, 26). 
The story agrees with everything known of the East, 
for in Egypt, Assyria, and Babylonia the sacred books 
were placed in these sacred shrines, and even to-day 
every Mohammedan mosque has the Koran de- 
posited in it. The discovery, as though the book was 
not known, and unused, may have been due to the 
necessity of preservation during the terrible time 
of Manasseh’s reign. Or it may have been caused 
by neglect, little use being found for the teaching 
of Divine truth during preceding reigns. The word 
“law” is in Hebrew “Torah,” and means an authori- 
tative instruction (Isa. 8:16), and applies definitely 
and appropriately to the Pentateuch. The discovery 
was soon announced through a messenger to the 
king, and the king heard it read. It is, of course, 
quite unknown how much of the law was found, 
though it was evidently regarded as an authoritative, 
Divine revelation. (1) 

The Law Feared (vs. 19-21). The result of read- 
ing the law to the king was that he was filled with 
grief and anxiety. . It may be that the words were 
new to him, because of the deplorable neglect of God’s 
law before his reign, or it may be that the man, as 
distinct from the boy, realized the true meaning of 
this solemn revelation. It is a striking picture of 
God speaking and man feeling concerned at hearing 
the voice of God. Then came a full recognition of 
its Divine authority in the king’s prayer and con- 
fession. He needed help and sought it at the hands 
of God. He knew that his people were guilty, and 
that great wrath had come from God by reason of 
all the sin. It is significant that no inquiry is made 
as to the authority of the book; this was assumed, 
taken for granted, and indeed fully recognized. It 
is more than probable that the “wrath of the Lord” 
(v. 21) mentioned by the king had reference to the 
Divine “curses” found in the Pentateuch. The ca- 
lamities which had fallen upon the nation were at 
once realized as due to this Divine actiqn, and in 
his dismay and emergency the king does the best 
possible thing, he seeks guidance from God. (2) 


The Law Fulfilled (vs. a2-28). It is interesting 
that the high priest and the others associated with 
him went to a woman, Huldah, as the mouthpiece of 
the Lord. Huldah is the first prophetess mentioned 
since Deborah (Judg. 4: 4), and it is quite unknown 
why Jeremiah or Zephaniah was not sought. It is 
suggested that neither was accessible at the time. 
Huldah lived in the second or lower part of the 
city (Neh. 11:9; Zeph. 1:10), and her reply con- 
firmed the fears of the king. He was told that the 
nation would suffer in this way, because of their 
idolatry and rebellion (v. 25), but that Josiah him- 
self, because of his genuine attitude towards God, 
would not see this trouble, but would be allowed to 
live and die in peace (vs. 27, 28). The message thus 
brought back to the king would at once establish his 
conviction ir regard to the authority of the law and 
also assure him personally of his-own quiet reign 
through the mercy and grace of God. (3) 

The Law FoNowed (vs. 29-33). But notwithstand- 
ing what had been said about the future, Josiah was 
determined that the people of his own time should 
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know and observe the law as thus discovered, and 
having assembled the people, they heard what God 
required (v. 30), and after this the king pledged them 
to observe a covenant with the Lord according to 
the law thus found (vs. 31, 32). Then followed the 


practical outcome by the removal of all idolatrous\ 


marks and the effort on the part of himself and his 
people to observe faithfully the covenant and to obey 
God by following him all their days (v. 33). (4) 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


This may almost be called “The story of a lost 
Bible,” and it affords a special opportunity of con- 
sidering what the Bible can be and ought to be to 
us to-day. 


1. Man finding God’s Word. The supreme ‘ques- 
tion for human life is, “Has God spoken?” And we 
know that he has, both in Old Testament times and 
in Christ (Heb. 1:1, 2). (1) God’s Word was first 
provided. It was given to his people in old days and 
still remains for us to-day. (2) Since then it has 
been preserved. In a variety of ways, in the face of 
persecution and other forms of opposition, the Word 
of the Lord is available to-day and free to all his 
people. (3) We can also say that it is permanent, 
for being Divine, it is imperishable. Nothing that 
man can do will ever be able to destroy the Word of 
God. Even though it were possible to banish all the 
Bibles in the land, truth would remain and bear its 
witness against human wrong-doing (Jer. 36: 31, 
32). (4) Meanwhile the Word is powerful. It is 
intended to meet every need of man, and practically 
all the elements of the spiritual life are associated 
with Scripture starting from regeneration (1 Pet. 
1:23). (5) 

2. God’s Word “finding” man. This is the sequel 
to the gift of God’s revelation. It is intended to 
affect man’s life in every part, and one of the strong- 
est proofs that the Bible is from God lies in the fact 
that, as Coleridge says, it “finds” us. It enters into 
our life and meets all our needs, (1) It produces the 
knowledge of sin, for it is by the truth of God that the 
human heart is convicted. (2) It proclaims a Saviour 
from sin, for it is only in and through the Bible that 
we learn of Christ and his redemption. (3) It pro- 
vides power for daily living, for the Word of God is 
at once the guide, guard, strength, food, and light 
of the believing soul. (4) It promises perfect and 
complete deliverance from sin hereafter and the 
glory of heaven as our home, for only in Scripture 
have we any knowledge of the “blessed hope” of the 
Lord’s coming and all that it means of eternal glory. 
In these and other ways, God’s Word is full of 
power as it “finds” us (Psa. 119: 11; 37:31; 2 Tim. 
3:17). (6) ; 

What, then, should be our attitude to this Word? 
Just that of Josiah, one of (1) earnest attention, (2) 
full acceptance, and (3) practical obedience. In He- 
brews 4:12 (in the original), the Word of God is 
said to be a “critic” of “the thoughts and intents of 
the heart,” and if we will allow the Bible to be this 
to us, our “critic,” we shall find that it is indeed 
“living and active,” and full of grace and blessing. (7) 


Ill. The Lesson Outlined 


1. The Law Found (vs. 14-18; Psalm 119: 1-8). 

2. The Law Feared (vs. 19-21; Psalm 119: 57-64). 

3. The Law Fulfilled (vs. 22-28; Psalm 119: 97-104). 

4. The _ Followed (vs. 29-33; Psalm 119: 105- 
112)... 


IV. Leading Questions 


1. What references do we find in the Pentateuch 
to the work of Moses? (v. 14; Exod. 17:14; 24: 4-7; 
Deut. 31: 9-13, 22-26.) 

2. What was the cause of the king’s grief and fear? 
Where would he find warrant for them? 

3. What other prophetic women are found in the 
Bivle? (Judg. 4:4; 1 Sam. 2:1-10; 1 Sam. 25: 24- 
31; Isa. 8:°3; Luke 2: 36; Acts 21: 8, 9.) 

4. What were probably the curses referred to by 
the prophetess? (v. 24; Lev. 26; Deut. 27 to 30.) 

5. What is the meaning of “thy heart was tender”? 
(12:7; 32: 26.) 

6. What is a covenant? Where in the law of 
Moses is one referred to? (Exod. 24: 7, 8; Lev. 26:9; 
Deut. 29: 1-25.) 

7. Notice the one place where “success” is men- 


tioned in Scripture, and that in connection with the 
Word of God (Josh. 1:8). 


8. What were the two great proofs of reality of 
— attitude to the book found? (34:33; 35: 
I-10. 

Wyc irre CoLtece, Toronto. 


For the teacher training class that is willing to do 
even a little real work “Training the Teacher,” by 
Dr. Schauffler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance is the needed manual in the First 
Standard Course. If you order now at fifty cents 
(thirty-five cents in paper) from The Sunday School 
Times Company, your copy will come out of the sixty- 
fourth thousand. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Easy Loser.—The priest found the book (v. 
14). This was not the only time the Bible has disap- 
peared. It was lost in Martin Luther’s day. And 
perhaps it is lost out of your day. How does the 
Book fare in this particular at your house? I have 
been in homes and have asked for a Bible to read to 
a sick one and have thereby caused a great bustling 
about in order to find one. Yes, the folks were 
church-members, “It’s funny where that Book has 

‘ot to,” is a song I have often heard sung. Lots of 
amilies have gotten out of the Bible into the 
Sunday newspaper long ago. In Coatesville the Sun- 
day newspaper has grown so fat and so many the 
newsman has to deliver by pushcart. Has any one 
ever come upon a man who was a Bible reader who 
bathed in a Sunday newspaper? Has any one ever 
heard the Sunday newspaper reader quote any of 
the noble passages from Holy Writ? (Prov. 6: 21- 
23; John 5:39.) If a thing is cheap and poor it 
seems as though you could never lose it. fifty- 
cent umbrella stays with you until the wires rust 
out. That nice silk one you got last Christmas is 
gone already, even though it carried your name on 
a silver band and you have gone back after it many 
a time. The Bible is God’s choicest gift to man. 
But unused it is soon lost. One of the great rea- 
sons for evangelistic campaigns is that by them the 
old Book is dug up from trunks and fished out of 
dusty corners and its blessed ministry begins in men’s 
hearts and lives. (1) 


The Man Maker.—All that was committed to thy 
servants, they are doing (v. 16). They did att they 
were expected to do. And this shows their spirit un- 
der the stimulus that always comes to folks when 
they find the Book. As has been pointed out time 
and time again, it is no accident or coincidence that 
the head men of great concerns are generally Book 
men. There seems to be something in this old Book 
that gets into a fellow’s system and makes him a 
Do-atter (Psa. 37:31). There is no doubt in my 
mind but the “get-there” and stay-there quality in the 
Scotchman is due to the fact that no matter how heavy 
the mists hung upon the Scottish hills the old Book 
was never lost. Oh, yes, I know Sandy very often 
is not much of a saint, judging from his language 
and his habits, but just dig into him a wee bit and 
‘you will find stamped upon the inside of him the 
essence of the old Book. And everybody knows “if 
you want the old thing to run right all you have to 
do is to get a Scotchman to run it.” And I who say 
it have not a drop’ of Scotch blood. The old Book 
makes for thoroughness all the time. And thor- 
oughness is not a too common virtue. Ask any boss. 
Lots do some things cgmmitted to them, but how 
many do ALL? Once get the spirit of the Book into 
a man and he gets as honest with his fellows as he 
has to be with God. 


The “Give-Away.”—When the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes (v. 19). 
Josiah’s mental trouble and disturbance speaks well 
for him. Let us know the sort of things that trouble 
and disturb you and we can size you up to the six- 
teenth of a tendency. You did not quite hit the 
truth in a statement the other day and it worries you. 
You are a truthful man. A lie never worries a liar. 
In “David Harum” Aunt Polly is taken to a show in 
which is a ballet. She was so exercised that when she 
ee home she went to bed in the dark. *Because Aunt 

olly was a pure, sweet, wholesome old lady of the 
country side. The blasé city show-goer is never 
troubled over such little things! Opera undress and 
lobster palaces are the nightly existence of the pleas- 
ure-seeker. The only time anything like clothes- 
renting trouble comes to this sort is when some 
Billy Sunday comes to town and says bold-face 
things which the newspapers print in bold-face type. 
If the saloons trouble you there isno danger of your 
ever voting “wet.” If Sunday baseball, Sunday golf, 
Sunday motoring trouble you, there is pretty sure to 

a man in your pew at church. Always remember 
that whenever you tell the world your troubles you 
reveal your soul to the world. Bad men rarely have 
inside troubles. The liar, the thief, the gambler, the 
rumseller, the pander sleep like logs. It is only in 
fiction that the villain tosses all night on a restless 
pillow. Josiah was troubled simply because the heart 
of him was right. 


Getting Down.—He read in their ears all the words 
of the book (v. 30). I have just been standing with 
the crowd in Broad Street Station waiting for .the 
gates to open. A Pullman conductor came along, all 
gorgeous in his gold braid and brass buttons. A 
plain little old lady seeing a uniformed railroad man, 
asked what time the five-fifteen train went out—or 
some similar nervous question. His Highness gave 
her a look and a “br-r-r-r” and passed on with his 
seventy-five per month dignity. Now if that had 
been Mr. Rea, the president, or Mr. Patton, his 
assistant, or almost any other official, the little old 
lady would have gotten a smile, a lift of the hat, 
and a gracious reply. Recause Mr. Rea, Mr. Patton, 
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and the others are Christian gentlemen. 
They are the kind of “kings” who like 
Josiah are big enough to come down to 
the level of us plain people who crowd 
railroad gates. The one great mistake 
any business “king” can make is not 
able to unloose and get down out 
of the mahogany atmosphere of the back 
office and “read” to his men. There are 
no “rebellions” in those kingdoms where 
the “people” can see and hear and touch 
their “king.” Not all “kings” have 
learned this truth. To increase the divi- 
dends touch kindly and helpfully the 
men who make the dividends (Prov. 13: 
10; Phil. 2:3). (2) 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months im,advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Eagerly Eating.—/ will not forget thy 
word (Golden Text). In a Chinese hos- 
pital a village Christian woman was 
asked, “Do you read your Bible much?” 
for she possessed a well-worn copy.. “I 
read it constantly,” she answered, “every 
day. I never wish for the last dish when 
reading it.” The word she used was the 
name of the dish which announces the 
end of a Chinese feast. Reading the 
New Testament was to her such a feast 
that she never wished it to come to an 
end.—From The Sunday School Times. 
a by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 

onn. 


Hard to Lose.—Hilkiah the priest 
found a book of the law of Jehovah 
(v. 14).. A Sierra Leone, West Africa, 
customer of a Chicago mail-order house 
ordered a Bible sent by parcel post. 
This book was mailed on board the 
Steamship Falaba when she was tor- 
pedoed and sunk in March, 1915, off the 
English coast. Somehow the Bible was 
torn loose from the mailbag by the ex- 
plosion. Picked up by a fisherman on 
the coast. of Scotland, it was sent to 
Liverpool; the postmarks and shipper’s 
name being deciphered, it was returned 
to Chicago, and to-day is in the relic 
room of that Chicago mail-order house, 
water-soaked, but successfully surviving 
a submarine’s torpedo and the billows 
of the Atlantic ocean. That is just like 
the truth of God—From The Sunday 
School Times. ‘Sent by S. Otto Wright, 
Newport News, Va. 


The Way to Freedom.—/ have found 
the book (v. 10). A European who had 
been. seized and imprisoned by an Abys- 
sinian king was allowed to go at large, 


‘but a heavy iron fetter on each ankle 


kept him from making his escape. A 
European traveler saw and pitied him, 
but dared not openly help him, as he 
was watched by the king’s officers. He 
was, however, allowed to give the cap- 
tive a book. The poor prisoner was 
dis.ppointed. He would have been much 
better pleased with a gift of food or 
clothing. The book was laid aside and 
forgotten. Three years afterward in an 
idle’ moment he examined the book. 
There was something hard in the back 
of it. He pulled it out, and behold it 
was a file! It was the thing of all others 
he most needed. He made his way to 
the woods, filed off his fetters, and in a 
few days had reached the coast and was 
free from pursuit. He could not for- 
give himself for having endured those 
three years of slavery. If he had only 
looked in the book before, he might have 
been free. So men neglect the Bible 
which would set them free from the 
slavery of sin—From The Christian 
Herald. Sent by Esther Hovey, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Cigars or Testaments?—Hilkiah the 
priest hath delivered me a book (v. 18). 
A prominent business man in Syracuse 





gives away four copies of the Testa- 
ment daily, It had been his. habit to 
smoke four cigars each day. Some years 
ago he found that the price of each 
cigar would buy a Testament. So he 
stopped the smo ing habit and began the 
New Testament gift habit. A delegate 
to the Y. M. C. A. State Convention 
stopped off at Syracuse recently to 
thank him for the gift that had led him 
to Christ. Be a ry ay: Christian. 
—From “Practical Talks,” Y Crossley 
and Hunter. Sent by James D. Lawson, 
Charlottetown, P. E. I. 


Why He Fought It.—And it came to 
pass, when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his 
clothes (v. 19). An infidel preacher in 
a London park was asked why he 
always attacked the Bible and no other 
book. “Why can’t you let it alone?” 
he was asked, “Because it won’t let me 
alone,” he replied—From Rev. J. F. 
Cowan, D.D., in the Christian Endeavor 
World. Sent by Rev. D. H. Strong, 
Milton, Vt. 


Knowing the Author.—Read . . . all 
the words of the book (v. 30). A young 
lady once laid down a book which she 
had just finished with the remark that 
it was the dullest story she had ever 
read. In the course of time she became 
engaged to a young man, and one night 
she said to him: “I have a book in my 
library whose author’s name, and even 
initials, are precisely the same as yours. 
Isn’t that a singular coincidence?” “I 
do not think so,” he replied. “Why not, 
pray?” “For the simple reason that I 
wrote the book.” That night the young 
lady sat up until two o’clock reading the 
book again. And this time it seemed the 
most pooeie story she had ever read. 
The once dull book was now fairly 
fascinating because she knew and loved 
the author. So a child of God finds 


‘the Bible interesting because he knows 


and loves the Author. It is his Father’s 
1 essage, addressed to him.—From The 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, P. 
E. I. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


» Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


are the priest found the book 
of the law of Jehovah given by 
Moses (v. 14). The prevailing igno- 
rance as to the whereabouts of the tem- 
ple copy of the law reveals the extent to 
which the worship of Jehovah had been 
displaced by that of the Baalim, and the 
fact that it could remain in a temple 
receptacle so long undiscovered also 
tells of the dusty and neglected condi- 
tion of that house. In Oriental churches 
dust is oft:n one of the undisturbed 
sanctities of the place. (1) 

In the East a house of worship is 
always regarded as a place of refuge or 
sanctuary to which the people may flee 
in a time of danger, and in which val- 
uables may be safely stored. The house 
of the Lord was the place in which the 
Book might be expected to be hidden if 
there had been any desire to recover 
and obey it. Valuable manuscripts of 
the Bible have been found in churches 
and convents, and in many cases scholars 
in search of them have found that the 
parchment had been used for writing 
some secular chronicle upon over the 
sacred text (palimpsest). (2) 


He rent his clothes (v. 19). The act 
represented the passionate desire to do 
something by one who had lost self- 
control, and who was overcome by some 
great sorrow, anxiety, or disappoint- 
ment. One of the most pathetic and 
preposterous of funeral conventionali- 
ties is sometimes seen at a Jewish 
funeral where an attendant stands with 


a small knife ready to cut a slit in the’ 


lining of the coat for a visitor who 
wishes to show his sympathy with the 
bereaved family, but at the same time 
does not wish his coat to be spoiled. (3) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, thy 
Word has not been lost among us, and yet 
we have been so ignorant of it! Forgive our 
indifference. Turn our hearts, we pray thee, 
to a study of that Word so intense and 
Spirit-guided that we shall be led into its 
deepest truths. May we not open that Book 
with scant reverence, or in the cool spirit 
of the unmoved critic, but with tender 
hearts eager for the utmost message from 
thee found on the sacred page. Our God, 
may we realize keenly that it is thy Word 
which we study. In the name of the living 
Word, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you lost 
track of the Bible that was given you 
on that great day when you joined the 
church—or on another day of glad 
memory? Is it back among some books 
that are not opened so very often? 
Very likely not. You wouldn’t treat 
it so. You keep it right out in 
plain sight on the table in your room. 
You wouldn’t think of letting it get 
lost. Carefully now, — all of us. 
There’s the Book, to be sure, where we 
can see it, But how much do we know 
about it? We can take any good novel 
we have read and tell the story of it 
pretty fully. Can we do that with the 
amy of 2 Chronicles and 2 Kings we 

ave studied lately? It makes some of 
us ashamed when we think how little 
we remember of a Bible book we have 
read through. We could remember— 
shall I say it!—if we cared enough. We 
remember what interests us most. (1) 

Shall we make a new resolve here 
to-day? Let’s build it upon the Golden 
Text. It’s a common thing for us to 
forget, so we'll write here on the board 
that fact,— 

I forget [space so you can 
insert “will not” after “I,” and “thy 
word” after forget]. And there are 
some things we ought to forget, such 
as—? Well, others’ failings, slights, evil 
stories, revenge, bad purposes,—a whole 
list of things we’ll not write down here. 
There is one thing we often do forget, 
mentioned in the Golden Text. What 
is it? Yes, “thy word” (write it). But 
surely that isn’t the resolve we want to 
make? We can do that without half 
trying! Will you complete the Golden 
Text now, and let me put in the miss- 
ing words? That’s better! (write “will 
not”). Let’s repeat the whole text. 

Do you mean it? Well, if you do, 
just learn that text itself so well that 
next Sunday, when I call for it, you 
will remember it perfectly. And in our 
Bible reading this week shall we not 
ask God to give us a quick memory for 
what we read? Let us pray. 


Franconi, N. H. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Break thou the bread of life.” 
“ There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 
“Come, Thou Almighty King.”- 
“T love thy kingdom, Lord.” 
“Come every soul by sin oppressed.” 
“ Safely through another week.” 
“O Word of God Incarnate.” 
“TI love to tell the story.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 19: 7-14 (36: 1-5). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (245 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 105-112 (253 : 1-3). 
Psalm 139 : 1-24 (297 : 1-3, 15). 
Psalm 50 : 7-23 (105: 1, 12-15). 





[ Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s Word 
teaches how to LIVE. 


Before the Story.—Did you ever lose 
your school-book? Who found it? Did 
you ever find a book belonging to some- 
body else? Of all my books, I know 
which one I would be most sorry to 
lose. (Show your Bible.) The Bible is 
the best book in the world because it 
teaches the right way to live. Let us 
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repeat what it says about parents: 
Honor thy father and thy mother; 
about God: Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart; about God’s 
day: Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy; about God’s worship: 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
ness. 

What other word is always printed 
on the Bible cover? “Hoty Busts,” be- 
cause it contains God’s holy words. Let 
us sing: 

“Holy! holy! holy! holy is the Lord! 

Holy is his dear Name! holy is his Word!’” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28c.) 


Review—Do you remember the fine 
oung king who wanted his people to 
ive right? His name was——? (Josiah), 
and he was only——? (eight) when he 
became king. You may tell how he 
cleaned and repaired God’s house so 
that the people might worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness. 


’ Lesson Story—The work was done 
and the rubbish cleared away. Sha- 
phan, the king’s secretary, went to the 
temple to meet Hilkiah, the pect, to 
count out the money which had been 
given to repair the temple. One da 
while the work was going on Hilkia 
had found an old scroll, which he felt 
sure was a book of God’s law. He 
could not read it so he kept it until the 
day when Shaphan came and they paid 
the workmen. Then Hilkiah said, I 
have found a book of the law in the 
house of Jehovah. He showed it to 
Shaphan who was sure that King Josiah 
ought to see it. 

Hilkiah gave the scroll to Stephen, 
who carried it to Josiah. He said, Al 
the work is done and the money paid to 
the overseers, carpenters, builders, ma- 
sons, and other workmen. Then Sha- 
phan said, Hilkiah gave mea book which 
he found in God’s house. King Josiah 
wanted to hear it so Shaphan began 
reading. 

Josiah was surprised and grieved as 
he heard God’s Word. The book told 
about the punishment which must come 
to people who worshiped idols instead 
of the true God. Josiah knew that his 
father and grandfather had made the 
people sin by worshiping idols. Josiah 
wanted to be sure whether the book 
was really true so he sent three other 
men with Shaphan and Hilkiah to ask 
Huldah the prophetess about it. 

They found her, and she said to them: 
The book is true; the people have for- 
saken God and worshiped images which 
they made with their own hands. The na- 
tion will surely be punished and sent 
away from their jand, but tell King 
Josiah that it will not happen while he 
is king, because he is trying to lead his 
people to do right. 

When these five men returned and 
reported to King Josiah, he said, Gather 
the elders to God’s house and cali the 
people together to hear the book. The 
came and listened to God’s Word. 
The King Josiah stood beside one of 
the great pillars of the temple and prom- 
ised before the people to obey God’s 
laws with all his heart and_ soul. 
Then the people stood and promised the 
same thing. The promise of each one 
meant, I will not forget thy Word. 

Then Josiah ordered another search 
over all the land to see if any more idols 
and altars had been left where people 
might worship images of silver, wood, 
or stone. They found some and broke 
them down and burned them. 

When all this was done, King Josiah 
planned a great Passover service even 
greater than Hezekiah had planned 
many years before. 


After the Story—A small wooden 
church was to be torn down and a new 
stone church built. In the coalshed be- 
side the church was found something 
which looked like a flat chunk of coal. 
It was a big, old book covered with 
dust and dirt, a Bible with large print. 
It must have been there a long time for 
an old bookworm had eaten through one 
cover and nearly all the leaves. 

No one knew who put it there. It was 
given to one of the deacons, who knew 
how to repair and bind books. He 





cleaned it as carefully as he couid. His 
children loved to hear him read from 
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it and to watch for the word on each 
page where the worm had eaten 
through. When this good man died, 
one of his children cared for the old 
book. Everybody should take, good 
care of God’s Word, and read it too. 


Hand-work.—Each child will be in- 
terested in making a tiny scroll to carry 
home. Provide for each two tooth- 
picks or matches with heads removed 
and a strip of paper five by two inches. 
Paste the ends to the toothpicks or 
matches and roll toward the center. On 
the inside write, “I will not forget thy 
Word.” 


Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


How the Book Gets Lost.—Little 
Florence S., bright, frank, and thirteen, 
has enjoyed a real religious experience, 
which colors all occurrences for her, 
hence this sprightly comment on the 
first verse of our lesson: 

“My papa was so busy making money 
and my mamma was so busy doing so- 
ciety that we never had any time to read 
the Bible and we hardly knew we had 
one.” 

The girls tittered and the confused 
teacher hastened to remark: “Why, 
Florence, your papa and mamma are 
devout members of the church and 
Sunday-school. You should not—” 

With sparkling eyes Florence inter- 
rupted, “Oh, yes, they are now since we 
lost so much money, but when we had 
a lot of it papa didn’t come to church 
but about once a month and never came 
to Sunday-school, and mamma did the 
same way, and we never had family 
prayers, and lots of times they took us 
children out for motor trips on Sunday 
instead of sending us to ~Sunday- 
school.” 

The teacher laughed heartily and no 
longer tried to suppress the family con- 
fession. Florence smilingly continued: 
“It was when my papa lost so much 
money that he and mama came to them- 
selves. Papa says so. And they asked 
God to forgive them and promised Him 
to read their Bibles and to go to church 
and to give all they could to the 
heathen. Papa says so. ‘Money is the 
root of all evil.’ The Bible says so and 
so does my papa, and he knows because 
he had it and it made him forget to do 
what he was trained to do when he was 
a little boy.” 

Here the teacher checked Florence. 
“My dear, the Bible does not say that 
‘money is the root of all evil. You 
misunderstood your papa. Let us look 
it up and see just what it does say.” 
So the class, with the aid of a con- 
cordance, finally found 1 Timothy 6: 10, 
and Florence was wide-eyed when she 
looked up from reading that “the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 
In the discussion which followed the 
proper control and use of money were 
clearly explained. 

Inquire of Jehovah.—Whenever 
strangers to God’s Word read it they 
are appalled at its revelation of their 
own need and of God’s love and suf- 
ficiency (Isa. 55:11). So it was with 
Hilkiah and Shaphan and Josiah, and 
so it is with any girl who begins really 
to study her Bible. Those men found a 
very small portion to study compared 
with the complete revelation which we 
have in our day, but what they had they 
studied closely. 

Those men, after reading, appreciated 
that something must be done to get 
themselves and their people right with 
God, so they went to one of the most 
spiritually minded persons in the coun- 
try to “inquire of Jehovah” (v. 22). It 
takes constant intercourse with the 
Master to be able to understand Him 
and to be able to interpret His words. 
Let us thank God, girls, that a woman, 
in this dark day of Jewish history had 
so lived that she could throw light upon 
the Word. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Kings 25: I-21 
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with individuals alike in the matter of 
retribution ? 


2. Name all the causes of the cap- 
tivity of Judah that you can, 

3. What “captivity” do girls often 
suffer to-day? 

4. Name all the causes of “captivity” 
of girls to-day that you can. 

5. How can a girl exchange captivity 
to sin for freedom from sin? 

6. Name some results of captivity to 
sin that are not removed by God’s for- 
giveness. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
we 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Lost and Found.—Hilkiah the priest 
found a book of the law of Jehovah 
(v. 14). “That was mighty careless of 
them to lose the only copy of the Bible 
they had,” remarked Carl. 

Teacher explained what part of the 
Bible he thinks it was, and showed us 
what it was like by rolling a strip of 
paper around two lead pencils. He 
says the way they came to lose it was by 
becoming so taken up with idols that 
they forgot all about this book of the 
law of the Lord, and he thinks people 
now are forgetting the Bible the same 
way, by being too much taken up with 
other things. He says lots of Bibles 
are lost in boys’ trunks when they go 
away from home, but that they'll never 
make really great men unless they dig 
up the old Book. (1) 


Hot or Cold?—/ have found the 
book of the law in the house of Je- 
hovah (v. 15). “Of course,” said 
teacher. “Where would you expect to 
find it? down at the pool hall?” He 
says the Christian life is something 
like hide and seek, hotter and colder, 
you know. When you seek Bible truth 
in the church the warmer you'll get 
toward Christ and his Word. The more 
you turn to the world, the colder your 
heart will grow, till finally you will lose 


‘“ Pshaw! I con't find 


any diamonds” 


) 





i. Does God deal with nations and 








the Bible entirely out of your life, even 
if you have six copies on the center 
table. (2) 


Get Busy.—All that was committed to 
thy. servants, they are doing (v. 16). 
Bulldog Jones declared there wasn’t 
much for him in sitting around and 
singing Psalms. But teacher only 
laughed. “You heard that from the 
livery barn bunch, didn’t you?” he 
asked. “Just challenge them to come 
and see.” 

Teacher went on about how sticking 
by the church doesn’t mean just sitting 
still. He thinks we ought to show our 
religion by doing something. He told 
about one boy who, as soon as he was 
converted, took up the job of arranging 
the song books every Sunday and pick- 
ing up the papers. Teacher said it was 
when they were cleaning house in the 
temple that they found the long-lost 
Bible, and that when Jesus said, “Take 
my yoke upon you,” it meant that by 
working for and with him we are to 
keep close to his side, just as the old- 
fashioned ox yoke kept the oxen close 
together. A religious loafer wanders 
alone, but a worker is a yoke-fellow 
with Jesus. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Kings 25: I-21 

How long did Josiah’s reform last? 
(2 Chron. 34: 33.) 

Why did God allow Nebuchadnezzar 
to capture Jerusalem? 

Is our nation safe from destruction? 

How was Jerusalem captured? 


What can we do to strengthen our 
nation ? 

Does it make any difference what we 
look at? 


Terre Haute, Ino. 
ye 


Mr. Philip E. Howard has gathered 
into a little book nearly one hundred and 
fifty brief prayers, with Scripture refer- 
ences. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





be war is giving the Church a mag- 

nificent coporanty for intercession, 
and it is certain the Family Altar never 
had heavier burdens laid upon it than 
those which this colossal conflict brings. 
We whose lot it is to remain in civilian 
attire little know how “our boys” at the 
front depend on our prayers. The 
grim, ghastly tragedy which they wit- 
ness every day and the uncertainty of 
their own lives have made them hun- 
ger for that which God alone can pro- 
vide. They need His protection, guid- 
ance, and comfort in a very real sense, 
and though divided by leagues of water 
we can help them as we bend before the 
Lord morning and evening. 


August 13 to 19 


Mon.—2 Chron. 34: 14-21. Finding the Book 
of the Law. 

The lost book found. Such little 
care had been taken of it that its guar- 
dians had lost sight of it. Its discovery 
gave an impetus to national reforma- 
tion just as did Luther’s finding of the 
dusty Latin Bible among the neglected 
convent books. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
spiritual quickening of the nations. The 
world war has not yet quickened the 
oy ed to pray, and without this there 
is little hope of an end to hostilities. 
Let us intercede that the hearts of men 
amid their sorrow may be turned unto 
the Lord. 


Tues.—2 Kings 22: 14-20. The Law Con- 
firmed. , 
How often do men seek to silence the 


him to tone down God’s warning. 
Huldah did but confirm the dread pre- 
dictions contained in the roll, and 
Josiah was best serving the people by 
his faithful reiteration of the -Word of 
the book. 


Prayer: SuGcEsTIons: Pray for a 
race of preachers to be raised up who 
will, at whatever cost, hold to their 
sacred trust; for all ministers of the 
Gospel, evangelists, mission leaders, and 
superintendents; for the progress of the 
Gospel in all lands. : 
Wed.—2 Kings 23: 1-14. The Covenant Es- 

tablished. 

The covenant was that the people 
should walk after the L: -! according to 
His will, and that they -~ Jd carefully 
and with all sincerity observe the con- 
ditions and promises of the covenant. 
What a glowing statement that is, “All 
the people stood to the covenant.” That 
is the pathway of blessing. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work of the American Red Cross So- 
ciety in its humanitarian efforts among 
the sailors and soldiers of the United 
States army and navy; for its varied 
activities in France, Flanders, Russia, 
as well as in the home country. Pray 
for the doctors, surgeons, nurses, and 
all volunteer workers. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 23: 15-25. The Law En- 
forced. 


Such was Josiah’s zeal for the Lord 
of Hosts, and such was his indigna- 
tion against all that was alien to the 
spirit of God, that he allowed nothing 
to remain which stood in opposition to 
the divine law. We must not smile upon 
that on which rests the frown of God. 


Prayer Succestions: Truly war has 
many surprises. Annual reports of va- 
rious missionary .societies would indi- 
cate that notwithstanding the enormous 
strain that is being put upon Christian 
liberality continual prosperity rests with 
those agencies that are spreading the 
Gospel light in other lands. Pray and 
praise, and pray again. 

Fri.—Deut. 6: 1-9. Love Toward God. 


There is no law so exacting and 
binding as the law of love. This is 
that which forges the links of the 
golden chain which holds us captive to 





our loving Lord, The whole realm of 
our manhocd is bent on loving Him. 





prophet of God or attempt to persuade - 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 19 (2 Chron. 34 : 14-33) 


Heart, soul, and might, alike find their 
employment in this. , 

Prayer Succestions: We need this 
lesson to call us back to simple child- 
like love to our Lord. Pray for a 
deeper and intenser love to Him. He 
welcomes our service, but work di- 
vorced from love is unsatisfying to his 
heart; pray for an intelligent discern- 
ing andgabounding love to the Lover of 
our souls. 


Sat.—Matt. 22: 34-40. The Highest Law. 


Our Lord would seem to indicate that 
the teaching of Moses and the prophets 
was summarized in the law of love. 
“On this hang all the law and the 
prophets.” “Remove the peg,” says 
Spurgeon, “and what have you left as a 
support?” Am I loving God as I ought? 

PRAYER SvucGcEsTIons: Forget not 
Israel in these dark and dreadful days. 
Pray for the Jews resident in the Umted 
States of America. Without a deeper 
and a more victorious pleading at the 
throne of grace, the fulness of blessing 
will not come upon God’s ancient peo- 
ple. The command is, “Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem.” . 


Sun.—Matt. 7: 21-27. Hearing and Doing. 


Mere words will not suffice. Lip ser- 
vice is hollow. We may be thoretically 
accurate in our beliefs but we only do 
honor to the Son of God when we carry 
out His commands. Nothing will 
prove us true Christians but a sincere 
doing of the will of God. 


Prayer Succestions: This peaceful 
Lord’s day still hears the roll and 
thunder of the cannon at the front. 
Pray fer our brave boys fighting our 
battles; for the wounded, the prisoners, 
the dying and the missing; that the 
Lord would cheer the desolate and com- 
fort the broken-hearted. 

Forest Huts, L. I. 





a Children at Home 





The Big Maple and Its Shadow 
By Beatrice M. Parker 


: res Ralph came striding down 
the sidewalk. He looked comical 
enough as he took great long steps that 
big brother Joe would have had hard 
work to follow. He was playing with 
his shadow and trying to step on it. At 
length his shadow joined with that of 
the big maple tree in front of the house, 
and when he found that he had lost his 
shadow Ralph looked up in surprise. 

“Hello!” he exclaimed as he looked 
up at the tree, “so you have a shadow, 
too, do you?” 

The big maple shook its branches just 
a bit and then replied, “Yes, little boy, 
I have a shadow, and it is one of the 
most useful things you ever heard of. 
In the first place, my shadow invites 
people to come and talk with me as they 
sit beneath my branches and enjoy be- 
ing out of the sun where it is so hot. 
Sometimes when a heavy shower comes 
up suddenly and a little boy and girl 
do not have an umbrella with them, 
they run in under my branches, where 
my shadow usually stays. In that way 
they escape getting wet, and when the 
shower has passed by they can go out 
and play again without having to go 
into the house and change their clothes. 
If my shadow had not been there when 
the sun was shining the little boy and 
girl would not have known where to go 
when the rain came.” 

“Does your shadow ever get awfully 
long and narrow?” asked Ralph. 

“Yes,” replied the tree. “In the early 
morning when the sun first peeps up 
over the edge of the fields, my shadow 
is so long that it reaches clear across 
the field where papa’s garden is planted ; 
but when the sun gets higher my shadow 
becomes shorter, until at noon it is 
nothing but a big dark space right un- 
derneath my branches, and it is so fat 
that it is too lazy to move much until 
after two o’clock in the afternoon. 
Then it wanders about in these other 
fields until at three o’clock it strolls on 





to your front piazza. When this-hap- 
pens Mamma is sure to take a rocking- 
chair out on the piazza and sit down 
there in my shadow, remarking as she 
does so how very nice it is to have a 
piazza that is so well shaded. Once a 
day my shadow climbs uo the side of 
your house and looks right into your 
window to see what a nice cosy room 
you have to_sleep in.” 
“You cannot walk on 
exclaimed Ralph with a 


our shadow!” 
ugh. 
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“No,” replied the big maple, “but 
sometimes when little boys and girls are 
laying beneath my branches, they make 

lieve that my shadow is a big island 
and they «‘-v a game in which some of 
them try to keep the others - ~ my island 
shadow. It is great fun and I enjoy it 
fully as 1 uch as the little boys and girls 
do. Don’t you think yourself that that 
is almost as much fun as stepping on 
your own shadow?” 

GRANITEVILLE, MAss. 





What Are Our Bible Institutes Doing ? 


By J. H. Sammis 


J 





HE Bible Institute is a modern 

Christian effort for the more speedy 
propagation of the Gospel. It is a 
product almost of the current gener- 
ation, and a providential protest against 
the dilatory work and methods of the 
Church in the prosecution of her one 
great duty, the evangelization of the 
world. The Church has been dallying 
with the work, and concentrating time 
and energy in making scholarly “Rev- 
erends” and “Doctors of Divinity,” and 
despatching them to the field a hundred 
or so a year, whereas she should have 
been training and pouring forth men 
and women by the thousands. We have 
not realized the emergency; we must 
follow the example of the government, 
which in the present crisis no longer 
depends on its West Point and Annapo- 
lis, but scatters its training carps across 
the continent to train and utilize all 
available material it can lay its hands 


upon. 

The Bible Institute is such a training 
camp; its idea is that “to reach the 
masses” that are outside the Church we 
must use the masses that are in the 
Church. Almost every real convert to 
Christ knows that he or she is called to 
work for Him, and is eager to do it; 
and moreover is gifted with “a measure 
of the Spirit” that a little training and 
corresponding effort would develop. 
The Bible Institute and Missionary 
Training School recognize this and are 
taking advantage of it. 

Three cardinal characteristics of these 
“schools of the prophets” that may well 
command the confidence and support of 
all evangelical Christians are: 


1. Their attitude to the Word. 
2. Their attitude to the Life. 
3. Their attitude to the Service. 





. 

Did you ever attend a Bible Institute or 
Training School ? Did you get a bless- 
ing there,—if so, what? The Editor of 
The Sunday School Times wants to hear 
from readers who know the Bible Institutes 
or Training Schools from the inside. If 
you have had any personal experience of 
this sort please write him a letter telling 
what the experience meant to you, how 
your life was blessed, or made more 
serviceable to others ; and especially what 
you.count the biggest blessing that came to 
you through your Bible Institute work. 











Everywhere the Bible Institute is to 
be found squarely and firmly grounded 


on the “Impregnable Rock of Holy 
Scripture.” The student is soon con- 
vinced, and that conviction is daily 


deepened, of the fact that the Bible is 
the veritable Word of God, and that its 
every statement has behind it the au- 
thority of God. He believes it even to 
the jot and tittle, and it is his ambi- 
tion to become able to “handle aright 
tk word of truth,” assured that so he 
will be “furnished completely unto 
every good work.” That every Scrip- 
ture is inspired of God, and profitable, 
is impres ed upon him at every turn. 
The Bible is practically- his only text- 
book; he studies it book by book, 
chapter by chapter, verse by verse; he 
drinks his theology from the Fountain; 





he knows only the Apostles and 
Prophets, and though ignorant of 
Athanasius or Augustine, Calvin or 


Wesley, yet he emerges from his studies 
in the closest harmony with them. 
Whatever may be said of the Institute 
graduate, he will be found orthodox in 
the best and truest sense, and that is 
emphatically more than can, be said of 
tie average graduate of our ecclesias- 
tical schools and seminaries. He knows 
t'e Book; he believes the Book; and he 
can and will teach and preach the Book 
to others. 

The missionaries of Bible Institutes, 
generally, have a message consisting of 
the following particulars: 


They preach the Trinity o: the God- 
head ; 

The Deity of Christ; 

The personality of the Holy Ghost; 

The supernatural and plenary author- 
ity of the Holy Scriptures ; 

The unity in diversity of the Church, 
th body and bride of Christ; 

The substitutionary atonement ; 

The necessity of the New Birth; 

The maintenance of good works; 

The second coming of Christ ; 

The immortality of the spirit; 

The resurrection of the body; 

The life everlasting of believers; 

The endless; punishment of the impen- 


The reality and personality of Satan. 


They that go out with such a Gospel 
have something to teach and to preach, 
and the Bible Institute trains men and 
women to use their Bible in inculcat- 
ing these great doctrines, which consti- 


| tute the faith of the Church in all ages. 


The second marked characteristic of 
the Bible Institute is the emphasis laid 
on the individual Christian life, an em- 
phasis which may be summarized in 
three words,—Surrender, Separation, 
and Service. 

It is a mutual understanding with 
every student that his life has been ab- 
solutely surrendered to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; that, having been bought with 
a price, he is no more his own, but lives 
for Him who loved him and gave him- 
self for him. The whole influence of 
the Institute is constantly engaged in 
encouraging and exhorting him to main- 
tain this position of full surrender and 
consecration, that he may realize Paul’s 
declaration, “To me to live is Christ.” 

This surrender involves the fact of 
separation,—that is, of a life in which 
he keeps himself “unspotted from the 
world.” Nothing could be freer, more 
common-sense than the life we have 
seen these students living in the Insti- 
tute communion; and yet a more un- 
worldly, cleaner, untainted company of 
young people could be found nowhere. 
They are in training for the life that 
they expect to live as witnesses of 
Christ in a God-forsaking world; but 
this training is rather the growth or 
development of the new nature, of the 
“new creature” in Christ, for they are 
manifestly a born-again people, in the 
world but not of it. 

They believe as they sing—that they 
are saved to serve. They seek to know 
the Bible that they may use it. Simul- 
taneously with their studies goes the 
application of their Jesus-knowledge in 
their own lives, and in doing whatso- 

( Continued on next page) 
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Bible Education 


in the Home 


HERE are thousands of people who for 

various reasons, good and bad, are not in 
touch with any organized Bible School, and 
who are not doing any real Bible study. 

How may these people begin or continue 
their Bible education ? 

One real difficulty is the finding of a simple, 
practical guide to aid in the study of The Book. 
A solution of this important problem will be 
found in 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 


By Harry E. Richards, A.M., M.D. 

This is not a theoretical course—it has been 
tried out—it works. It will aid in obtaining 
that first hand, intimate, ae acquaint- 
ance with the Word of God which is really a 
matter of life and death. 

Send for a copy on inspection 

The Sunday School Times: “ ‘The very simplicity 
of the plan is one of its strong points. It is a real 
guide to Bible study.” 

‘The New York Eivening Post: “ The thousands 

ple who for various reasons are not in touch 
with the Sunday School will find it fills a_ long-felt 
want as a guide to independent Bible study.” 

The Watchman-Examiner: “ ‘These volumes 
would prove immensely valuable for the family study 
of God’s Word, a study that ought to be revived.”” 

A Woman in the Home: “Part 6 came yesterday, 
and I think it is the best help I have ever seen to sys- 
tematic Bible study.’’ 

A Business Man: “ Your book (Part r) is the best 

have ever used, and I will send for Part 2 as soen as 
I have finished this one.”’ 

Lawyer: ‘“‘I have gone carefully through the 
books up to number five, which I am now occupied 
with, and find them most instructive.”’ 

»M.C.A. Worker: ‘‘It is the best thing of the 
kind ! have ever seen.”” 

President of a Life Insurance Co.: ‘‘I findita 
very valuable aid to the study of the Bible.” 


A Professional Man: ‘‘1 think the lessons fine.” 
Part 1. Genesis to Ruth. ; 
“* 2. 1 Samuel to Nehemiah. } ane 

3. The Gospels and the Acts. > 

4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. ) 

** 5. « Kings to Nehemiah (por- j Advanced 
tions of nine prophetical Course 
books). (S. S. ‘‘Inter- 

“ 6. Life of Christ. mediate’’). 

** 9. The Acts and the Epistles. ) 


A. eee $ .30 
CUE GUE sb pi eee ese hone -60 
Parts 1to3 in one volume, cloth .... . 1.25 
Parts 4 to7 in one volume, cloth... . . 1.50 


Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 








What Are Our Bible Institutes 
Doing ? 
( Continued from preceding page) 


ever their hands find to do in minister- 
wt. the Gospel. 

ible Institutes, I think, without ex- 
ception are everywhere engaged in a 
score or more of evangelical enter- 
prises; preaching the Gospel, house to 
house visitation, tract distribution, street 
preaching, holding shop meetings, lead- 
ing religious services, in Sunday-school 
work, and in personal work. Nothing in 
this training is more helpful and proves 
more effective in preparation for their 
Christian lifc-work than the stress that 
is laid upon the dealing of the individual 
with the individual in “personal work.” 
Every student is expected to be inces- 
santly onagneet seeking and using oppor- 
tunities to bring sinners to repentance, 
and professed Christians to assurance 
and complete surrender to the Lord, 
and that—now. The Scriptures adapted 
to these purposes are inculcated and ex- 
plained and fixed in the memory for in- 
stant reference or repetition. The 
Scripture is applied as the unequivocal 
Word of God to be received at once 
absolutely by faith. 

In nothing is the Institute’s influence 
more positive than ‘in the cultivation of 
the prayer life of those in training for 
the Lord’s work; the surrender, separa- 
tion, and service all tend to foster it; 
the guidance of the Master must be con- 
tinually sought and accepted by his ser- 
vant, and his presence be realized, and 
his blessing be securcd on the work. 
The whole atmosphere of the Institute 
life is permeated by this prayer spirit; 
students literally live and move and 
have their being in the spirit of prayer; 
everybody practises it, talks of it, and 
interchanges experiences as to its joy, 
power, and profit. 

Most of the graduates who enter the 
mission field go out under the auspices 
of some of the established missionary 
agencies, or at least work in co-opera- 
tion with them on the field, and find 
their assistance more than cordially 
welcomed by the representatives and 
n.issionaries of those agencies every- 
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A little library comprising four volumes, sold ° 
or he ext ay’ box, at $2.00 net for ae, 4 
titles are : 
The Triumphant Ministry 40c net 
By Timothy Kilbourn. 


Reapers of His Harvest 60c net 
By John T. Faris. 


Their Call to Service 60c net 
By Philip E. Howard. 
Heroes of the Campus 60c net 


By Joseph W. Cochran. 
** This little set of books would make an admirable 


companion for any cellege man or woman is seek- 


ing light on life work, or who, having found that work, 


gs for strength to be truly effective in it. 
volumes can most heartily recommended."’— The 
North American Student. 
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Opens its Fall Term September 20th 


For catalogue and other information address Rev. Joha 1. 
Blackburn, D.D., Supt., 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 


AL SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
——+ CREDIT FOR OUTSIDE 
BIBLE STUDY 1: caly survey of the 
Jost published. “= .. Ashton Wood. _Interest- 
$1's0 pooteaid,” WORLD BOOK CO. YONKERS NY, 


SEVEN-CENT MEALS £:;59 Pe: week 


meals with recipes and directions for preparing each. 
ro cents, or FREE for names of two friends. American 
School Home Economics, 562 West 69th Street, Chicage 



































where. A Wesleyan missionary in China 
| writes in reference to the work of a 


| 


~whose conversions can 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


group of Institute missionaries: “May 
I bring to your notice the populace of 
Kiyang in Yungschowfu; there is a 
large county seat and many large coun- 
try villages without any foreign mis- 
sionaries; I am responsible for that 
whole area, we hope that you can 
arrange to come to our aid.” Another 
writes, “There have been baptized about 
a dozen persons roy hy past year, 

traced to the 
work of your colporteurs; we now have 
seven places where your men have gath- 
ered believers.” And still another, an 
evangelist connected with one of the 
leading missions in Hunan: “Of four- 
teen men recently baptized here nine 
were the direct result of your work.” 
Thus their work is by no means 
sporadic and transient, but flows in and 
on with the great permanent tides of 
evangelical progress. 

One of our leading Bible Institutes is 
magnificently illustrating what may be 
expected of the great movement in the 
not distant future. In Changsha, China, 
one of the most populous and thriving 
provinces of that pagan empire, propert 
has already been purchased upon whic 
is to be erected a building which is to 


become the home of The Bible Institute | 


of Los Angeles in Changsha, China. 

his Institute is already operating in 
Hunan as such with the aid of house- 
boats on which the students study with 
their leaders, and also migrate from 
place to place on the many waters of 
the province, spending large portions of 
the days in colportage and evangelism. 

During the last year, the men of two 
of these parties visited 55,572 homes,— 
a away 65 Old Testaments, 919 

ew Testaments, 4,580 Gospels, 67,738 
copies of evangelistic publications and 
portions of the Scriptures, and 31,353 
Gospel tracts. 

It is for the prosecution of work of 
this sort that the Bible Institute and 
Missionary Training Schools everywhere 
stand. Are you praising God for them? 
Are you praying for them? Are you 
telling your friends about them, and 
using every opportunity to induce Chris- 
tians, younger and older, to take advan- 
tage of their training for service? 
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Study 
the Bible 
with 
Dr. Scofield 


No matter where you are or how 
busy you are, you can study the 
Bible under Dr. Scofield by using 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


The prophecies harmonized, all the 
books of the Bible analyzed, the 
Greater Covenants explained, ap- 
parent contradictions reconciled, 
has all the helps to the hard places 
on the page where they occur. 
These helps are equal to a com- 
plete course of Bible study, and they 
not only explai great Bible doctrines, 
but they train you how to study the Bible. 
Clear black face type, easy to read 
No. 73 E oe: 2 ee 
EE een ke Ma ve ee eae 5.25 
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10 Other Styles Send for circular 
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“There is nothing to compare with it.""-— Dr.Griffith Thomas. 

*‘An invaluable tool.""—The Sunday School Times. 

“A great help. Simple and speedy."’—Prof. Amos R. Wells. 
‘0 be commended without reserve,""—The Continent. 

Send for ciculars, or the Index itself on approval. 


WILSON INDEX CO., Box A, East Haddam, Connecticut 


“Sunday School Workers” 
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57 splendid soul-winning tracts and book- 
lets. Wonderful value. Price 50 cents, 
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Have You Tried a 
Bible Correspondence Course ? 





A hh mails to-day enable people to 
communicate with each other in a 
way that was impossible even twenty- 
five years ago. Work that was thought 
possible only by personal contact is now 
done through the mails, and great edu- 
cational institutions are taking advan- 
tage of this. Instruction in the Bible 
is thus conducted; and soon more peo- 
ple will be studying the Bible by mail 
than in the great Bible schools and 
seminaries of the world. The day of 
experiment in this method is past. 

But certain matters in Bible corre- 
spondence work must be seriously con- 
sidered. In the first place, there must 
be the guarantee of an adequate plant 
for carrying on the work. It has failed 
in some instances because of this lack. 
There must be thorough organization, 
wise and enterprising directing, office 
appliances, competent teachers, and 
strong financial backing. As a rule, 
large institutions would seem to give 
best guarantee at this point, but there 
are notable and honorable exceptions as 
to courses offered by individuals. 

The moment correspondence work is 
mentioned one may be tempted to ask 
if residential work is not better. There 
is no hesitation, broadly speaking, in 
giving an affirmative answer, but there 
are five hundred Christian people who 
can take correspondence work to every 
cne who can “possibly attend a Bible 
school. What are these five hundred to 
do? But even if the opportunities of 
both kinds of study were offered, are 
all the advantages on the side of resi- 
dential work? There is the plea of 








personal contact; yet it is rarely that 
individuals of a large class get much 
contact with the teacher. A_ student 
may be called on for recitation very 
infrequently ; in very large classes some- 
times a whole semester may be passed 
without the student reciting. This is 
impossible in correspondence work, for 
the student must recite every lesson. 

There is a certain thoroughness thus 
secured that cannot be secured in 
classes. As the student never misses a 
lesson nor fails to recite, he must pre- 
pare every lesson. As he is not strictly 
limited in time if he has particular 
difficulty’ in a lesson he can take his 
time to master it. The contact of a 
correspondence student with the teacher 
is constant and in many cases really in- 
timate. 

The educational benefits from corre- 
spondence work are very considerable. 
A minister enrolled some years ago in 
such a course, His first papers were 
almost hopeless in appearance, and the 
answers were of such low grade that 
he had to do some of the work over 
a,ain. But he persevered and finished 
a course. Then he took another; and 
his last papers were worthy a man of 
high literary culture. Correspondence 
students do all the work in writing, and 
“writing makes the perfect man.” Some 
ministers have enrolled as correspon- 
dence students because they wished to 
improve their style of writing; others 
take courses in order to set themselves 
a task and avoid becoming slovenly in 
their habits of study. 

( Continued on next page) 
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RALLY DAY MUSIC 


Do not miss this wonderful opportunity for an en- 
thusiastic start. You will like our new service 
**Marching Orders,’’ by C. Harold Lowden. The 
music is easy to learn but hard to forget. The price 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 19 (2 Chron. 34 : 14-33) 


(Continued from preceding page) 

As correspondence students of the 
Bible are almost universally Christians, 
it is well to note that such study in- 
variably elevates the spiritual life. That 
is inevitable, as the subject brings the 
student into a close touch with God, 
allowing God to speak through His 





‘or how long a period of time altogether. 











Word. Testimonies to this could be 
furnished in large numbers. 

Another feature of Bible study by 
correspondence is that those who give 
such courses are Christian people of the 
deepest and warmest sympathy, and ex- 
hibit the deepest interest in the student. 
Not long ago an inquirer for a corre- 
spondence course said that he was not 
a Christian, but wished to take up the 
study of the Bible as he thought it was 
a good Book and should be studied by 
intelligent people. He was answered 
that, while his enrolment would be very 
dcsirable even while he was not a 
Christian, the first thing for him to do 
was to get right with God, ‘and some 
pertinent but kind suggestions were 
made in that direction. It was but a 
few weeks, after the passing of two or 
three letters, when the young man wrote 
that he had been converted and had ap- 
plied for membership in a _ Baptist 
Church, and would be baptized the next 
night. He also enclosed the fee with 
the letter giving this information, to pay 
for the enrolment in one of the courses. 

Another advantage of correspondence 
work is that all classes of persons can 
take it, the students of one institution 
ranging all the way from seventeen to 
eighty-two years of age, and embracing 
about one hundred different occupa- 
tions. The intelligence of a large ma- 
jority of such students is superior, but 
it is fouad that many persons who have 
small literary attainments very fre- 
quently prove to be the very best stu- 
dents, receiving rich blessings them- 
selves and immediately imparting them 
to others. 

Correspondence work is becoming so 
systematized that policies of adminis- 
tration are now established. For in- 
stance, it is found th.. correspondence 
students secured through mere personal 
appeal or pon impulse do not prove to 
be satisfactory. Self-respecting corre- 
spondence schools would not have a 
policy that merely secures enrolments, 
b t wish to secure men and women who 
wi'l become bona fide students. Great 
educational institutions do not secure 
students by whirlwind campaigns, but 
give the world to know what they have 
to offer. Precisely so is it with Bible 
correspondence schools. They do not 
offer gold bricks to the people, nor a 
gold mine for a penny, but they do offer 
worthy courses that will give splendid 
returns. One of the leaders in a cor- 
respondence school says that it is better 
to have the inquirer “seasoned” before 
enrolling; that is, he should understand 
quite fully that a course to be profitable 
must mean the expenditure of some 
money and time, and the use of the will 
in holding fast to the work with. con- 
siderable patience and endurance. 

Students quite frequently enter into 
definite Christian service after taking 
one or more Bible correspondence 


courses. Instances have occurred where 








men applying for ordination in some.of 
the leading denominations have had no 
preparation for examination except 
Bible study secured by correspondence, 
yet have passed their examinations and 
been ordained. “With a considerable 
number, such study has stimulated to 
further study in Bible schools or theo- 
logical seminaries in order to make 
more specific preparation for definite 
Christian service. 
student writes that he _ has 
brought his first convert to the Lord 
bythe help of the lessons taken; an- 
other that he has received great spiritual 
uplift and has been brought nearer to 
God; another that he has noticed a pe- 
culiar improvement in his church work, 
especially in the Sunday-school and 
Christian Endeavor; another that he has 
gotten enough new material for ser- 
mons and Bible class work to last five 
ears in his pastorate; another that he 
is so “chock full” of subjects since tak- 
ing a course that he can hardly wait 
from one Sunday to another to give 
them out to his: people; another that 
he has won two souls to the Lord by 
the help of one lesson; another that he 
takes his course by the use of loose 
leaflets while following the p: w in the 
field; another that he has gathered 
many sermon outlines as he has pro- 
ceeded in his study and in many cases 
has used them to the salvation of souls. 
Is it not worth the while of the 
hundreds of thousands of Christians 
throughout the world, who love Bible 
study, to look into this method of study, 
and secure information by writing to 
the institutions giving such courses? 





Notes on Open Letters 
(Continued from page 426) 





and Satan are veritable ‘persons because 
the Scriptures everywhere so teach; the 
“pit” or abyss (lit. “dungeon”) is the 
abode of the angels “which kept not 
their first estate’ (Jude 6); the figure 
of the “great chain,” and the “seal” 
accentuate the chief thought, which is 
th: restraint of Satan during the reign 
upon earth of Christ and his saints— 
for this also is the subject of explicit 
teaching in Scripture elsewhere. 

It may be said of yet another class of 
figures, the types, found chiefly in the 
Pentateuch, that the safe and sane rule 
of interpretation is the inspired com- 
ment upon them in the New Testament 
(e. g., John 3:14; 1 Cor. 10: 1-11; Heb. 
9: 1-9, etc.). 

And this also must be added: there 
is no easy royal road into the King’s 
country. Diligence and humility carry 
one far, but even then it remains true 
that only “he that is spiritual discerneth 
all things” (1 Cor. 2:15), and the 
spiritual man is the Spirit-filled man. 


x 


Can the State Undertake 
Religious Education ? 


“Religious education, from the very 
nature of the task, is the peculiar and 
exclusive function of the church,” says 
a writer in The Sunday School Times. 
I feel impelled to take issue with this. 

Is not the State, equally with the 
Church, under obligation to recognize 
the authority of God and of his Son? 
Innumerable passages of Scripture rep- 
resent God as holding the nations re- 
sponsible, and as punishing them for 
their sins against him. 

Does it not follow then that, if Jesus 
Christ has rightful authority over the 
nations, the nations as such ought to 
recognize his authority? And does it 
not follow further that the State ought 
to teach its citizens, not “ethics” merely, 
—which can only be effectively taught 
from a Christian basis,—but obligation 
to God and to Jesus Christ? And that 
is religious instruction.—A Kansas Reader. 


_ What is religious education? It is 
instruction in the matters that bind 
men to God. And what binds men to 
God? Jesus Christ only, through his 
shed blood and death as the Saviour of 
lost men, dying in their place as their 
substitute, receiving in himself the full 
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penalty of their sins. When sinful, 
hopelessly lost men receive by faith 
Jesus’ blood-and-death sacrifice in their 
behalf, accepting him as their personal 
Saviour, then for the first time in their 
life they are bound or united to God; 
for the first time they are really “re- 
ligious.” Ary other form of “religion” 
is. only false and worthless religion. 
That is, it does not do what the word 
“religion” means: it does not unite men 
to God; it does not bridge the gulf be- 
tween God and themselves, caused by 
their own sins and by the sin of Adam 
which separated all mankind from God. 
Christ alone, through his blood sacri- 
fice, is the Way. 

Now the only true Church consists of 
those persons who have been born again 
through faith in Christ as their Saviour, 
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and have thus been brought into union 
and fellowship with God. And only 
those who thus have within them the 
spiritual life of God, and who are in 
union and fellowship with God, can 
bring others into that same union with 
God through faith in Christ. Surely it 
needs no argument, it admits of no un- 
certainty, that the only institution on 
this earth which God can use to save 
lost men is the institution that consists 
of saved men, The lost cannot save the 
lost. The blind cannot safely lead the 
blind. This is why “religious education, 
from the very nature of the task, is the 
peculiar and exclusive function of the 
Church.” 

It is true that God holds the nations 
of the earth responsible, and punishes 

(Continued on next page) 
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Notes on Open Letters 
(Continued from preceding page) 


them for their sins against him. It is 
true that Jesus Christ has rightful au- 
thority over the nations, and that the 
nations as such o to recognize his 
authority. But what fations to-day on 
the face of the earth, or what nations 
siuce goons Christ died for the sins of 
men, have ever, as nations, lived and 
governed and acted primarily and su- 
remely in order to win a lost world to 
Sidious in Jesus Christ as its blood- 
sacrifice and Saviour? What nations 
as such have, since the Christian era 
began, directed their national policy su- 
premely by the principles of Jesus 
Christ? None, either in the past or in 
the present? Therefore no nation or 
state can undertake true religious edu- 
cation. 

And this is in accordance with God’s 
plainly revealed prophecies as to the 
course of the nations in this age or dis- 
pensation of grace in which we live,— 
as indeed in earlier ages or dispensa- 
tions. The nations of the world are all 
a part of the “world system,” which, 
while Jesus Christ has rightful author- 
ity over it, is not recognizing his au- 
thority, but lies in the evil one (1 John 
5:19). They are part of the world sys- 
tem of which Jesus said the god or 
prince is Satan (John 12:31; 14:30; 
16:11). There are multitudes of Chris- 
tians in the nations to-day. There are 
Christians in the national administra- 
tion and government of the nations. 
But the nations as such are not living, 
and working, and legislating, primarily 
in order to bring men to the acceptance 
of Jesus Christ as ‘their personal 
Saviour through believing in his death 
and resurrection as their escape from 
death. And that is why the present 
world system, in spite of the many 
worthy and ethical endeavors and activi- 
ties of nations, in spite even of the 
presence and activity of real Christians 
in the governments of nations, is 
doomed; that is why the only hope of 
this world which lieth in the evil one 
is the personal return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, by his personal pres- 
ence and authority, alone can cast out 
Satan and establish God’s Kingdom on 
this earth, as he will. 

Meantime the mission of the Church 
of Christ is to call out from the doomed 
world those individuals who will accept 
Christ as Saviour and, while living in 
the world but not of it (John 17: 14-16), 
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ife. 


a 
Moving-Pictures and the 
Sunday-School 


For a long time in connection with 
Sunday-school work my thought has run 
to the moving-picture as an agency of 
good as well as of evil. Will you give 
me information on the following points? 

1. What is your opinion of the possi- 
bility of portraying, say, the life of 
Christ and Old Testament history by 
means of moving-pictures? 

2. Has this matter ever been seriously 
considered by our Sunday-school leaders; 
if so, by whom and with what result? 

3. Whom would you advise me to con- 
fer with in regard to the development of 
such courses as are indicated in ques- 
tion 1?—A State Normal School Repre- 
sentative, Department of Education. 
Photographs of Bible lands are of the 

greatest value in the work of religious 

education. This is true whether the 
photographs are stationary, as in the 
case of lantern slides, or are in the 
form of moving-pictures. Life in for- 

eign mission fields has been made viv- 

idly real to audiences of Christian 

workers in the homeland through mov- 
ing-pictures taken in the foreign fields. 

Similarly, moving-pictures taken in 

Bible lands, and showing actual scenes 

that strikingly illustrate Bible history 

and manners and customs, would seem 
to have a thoroughly legitimate and 
worth-while place in Sunday-school 





work, As any illustrated modern vol- 
ume of travel in Bible lands abundantly 
shows, there is a wealth of opportunity 
open to the moving-picture camera in 
this way. 








But such photographs, whether till 


or moving, of the everyday life of the 
people of Bible lands, which have great. 
educational value and are free from ob- 
jection, would seem to be in a different 
class from the moving-pictures in which 
professional actors and actresses play 
the rdles. To use such dramatic mov- 
ing-pictures, with professional actors 
and actresses, to illustrate the life of 
Christ or Bible material of any sort, 
would be open to grave objections. 
Whether the matter of the peties- 
tionable and valuable educational mov- 
ing-pictures of Bible lands has” been 
thoroughly investigated by either Sun- 
day-school leaders or photographic 
business concerns, The Sunday School 
Times cannot say. The Editor will be 
glad to receive information on this 
point from any.who know. The Mis- 
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sionary Education Movement, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, furnishes 

for sale and for rent sets of slides illus- 
trating work in the various mission 
fields. Lantern. slides illustrating both 
the Old and the New Testament are 
specialized in by the George W. Bond 
Slide Company, 14 West Washington 
Street, Chicago, these slides being en- 
dorsed by the International Sunday 
School Association, Other houses that 
deal in lantern slides and supplies, which 
The Sunday School Times can+ com- 


mend to the readers’ attention, are 
Bausch and Lomb Optical Co., 
St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. 7. 


Williams, Brown and Earle, Inc., o18 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia; and Mc- 
Intosh Stereopticon Co., 35 Randolph 





( 


Books for Sunday-School Workers 





Street, Chicago. 





School and College Credit for Out- 
side Bible Study (By Clarence Ashton 
Wood).—With satisfying thoroughness 
the author brings together facts as to 
the widespread and increasing move- 
ment throughout our land for relating 
the Bible to the public schools. He be- 
lieves that “it is yet impracticable to in- 
troduce the Bible into the public school 
curriculum, even as literature.” He 
sets forth the well-known plan of co- 
operation through giving credits in the 
public schools for Bible study carried 
on in church schools or elsewhere. The 
origin, application, and development of 
this plan, now followed in more than 
thirty states and provinces, is presented 
by the author; and he believes that “a 
solution has been found for one of the 
most vexatious problems of American 
life.” Those who would find out all 
they can about: this matter will do well 
to secure this book. The great subject 
that is opened up is an involved and 
indeed a vital one; and it will be dis- 
cussed quite fully, with a frank recog- 
nition of the question whether the goal 
of religious education is culture or re- 
ligion, in a later issue of The Sunday 
School Times. (World Book Company, 
Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York, $1.50, 
postpaid.) . 

The Development of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Movement (By Frank Otis Erb). 
—The ennobling organizations of young 
people have been almost exclusively a 
product of the evangelical churches, as 
this statistical compilation of the gen- 
eral movement shows. This author ob- 
jects to the fundamental loyalty to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His church which 
is the primary object in most of them. 
He feels that the championing of some 
beneficence like good housing or sani- 
tation or disease prevention, with the 
friendship born of devotion to a com- 
mon cause, would be a properly co- 
ordinated scheme for the religious edu- 
cation of youth. His ideal is not 
Christian, but stoic. He believes that 
the Christian virtues are born of a de- 
sire to shine before others, which is a 
natural physical reaction in the teen- 
age, a reaction which expresses itself 
religiously in altruism, Upon this prem- 
ise the natural conclusion follows: con- 
nect the teen-age with altruism, and de- 
velop the “religious values” in its recrea- 
tion. From such an altruism without 
the love of the Saviour himself shining 


in it, may we be safeguarded! (Uni- 
Mes) of Chicago Press, Chicago, 
Il., $1. 


The Sunday School Secretary (By 
Ralph N. McEntire).—What are the 
duties of a Sunday-school secretary? 
Merely to count the school and the 
offering and make a report each Sun- 
day? If so, then, as Mr. McEntire in 
this splendid little book points out, there 
are many perfect secretaries. But after 
a careful reading of this volume the 
average Sunday-school secretary will 
come to the conclusion that he has never 
sensed the opportunities of his office, 
and that most Sunday-schools have 
failed to realize the importance and the 
value of well-kept, live records. Every 





part of the secretary’s work is studied, 





—the enrolment of new pupils, keeping 
the class records, studying the cause of 
absences, and how to go after the ab- 
sentees are but a few of the many points 
discussed. The chapters on studying 
and solving the problem of withdrawals 
from the school are unusual, and good, 
opening up a field of work that will be 
new to the average secretary. 

Mr. McEntire has set up a standard 
for running the business end of a Sun- 
day-school that few schools, as yet, will 
reach, But when such careful, practi- 
cal methods become prevalent, then some 
of the hardest problems of the Sunday- 
school will have been solved. (The 
Methodist Bodk Concern, New York, 
$1.25.) 

The Present-Day Sunday-School (By 
Dr. P. E. Burroughs) presents a thor- 
oughly modern view of the place, the 
mission, and the organization of the 
Sunday-school as the church school. It 
especially emphasizes the grading and 
departmental feature of the school. 
The: departmental section is strong 
in suggesting the scope and need 
of the department life and organization 
and in indicating methods through 
which interest may be sustained. 

There are special chapters on Sunday- 
school architecture, getting and holdihg 
scholars, teacher-training, missions, and 
the pastor’s relation to the Sunday- 
school. 

The bibliography in connection with 
each chapter is suggestive of a workers’ 
library of high valuc. The chapters, as 
indicated in the book’s preface, have 
grown out of a series of lectures and 
studies prepared by the author for the 
students i. Sunday-school pedagogy in 
tl Southern Baptist Theological es 
inary, Louisville, Ky. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1 net.) 

Melodies for Children’s Voices.—De- 
lightful for the children of Primary 
age are the little hymns and chants in 
this little song book. The songs are 
simple and dignified, and the music is 
quite within the range of childish voices. 
Prayer and praise songs are given that 
will be good for use in the opening and 
closing exercises. There are also mis- 
sionary and temperance and offering 
songs, and songs for every season of the 
year. General and special erders of 
service are included. (Leyd2 Pubtisn- 
ing Company, Wapello, Iowa, 25 cents). 

Sand Table Work in the Bible School 
(By Charles H. Auld).—When one con- 
siders the value of the sand table in 
teaching the little folks of the Sunday- 
school, one wonders that it is not more 
extensively used. Perhaps it is because 
most teachers feel that it is too expen- 
sive and too elaborate for the average 
school, But this little book shows how 
the objects used ‘to illustrate the lessons 
may be made at home out of inexpen- 
sive material available to every teacher. 
By means of beautifully clear illus- 
trations the various uses of the sand 
table are shown. The story of God’s 
care of the baby Moses is illustrated—a 
mirror placed in the sand is the lake; 
by it a little doll in a tiny basket repre- 
sents the baby Moses, another tiny doll 





standing by the little basket is Miriam. 
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- LESSON FOR AUG. 19 (2 Chron. 34 : 14-33) 
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The Princess and her maids are coming 
down the path to the river. Near by are 
the tents of the Israelites. What little 
child will ever forget a lesson illus- 
trated as this is? 

A fine feature of the book is the illus- 
trations showing the use of the sand 
table in’ teaching missionary lessons. 
Life in the mission fields is faithfully 
depicted, even to the small details, yet 
so simply that. any teacher may do it 
talso. One: longs, after reading this lit- 
tle book, to install a sand table at. once. 
«(The Standard. Publishing Company, 
‘Cincinnati, 50. cents.) 

Recreation and the Church (By Her- 
bert Wright Gates).—All agree that the 
providing of healthful recreation and 
clean sports for children is a beneficent 
Christian activity. Is it the Church’s 
‘business? This author believes it is, 


unless the ground is already adequately’ 


covered by other agencies. He also 
argues that these activities are impor- 
tant avenues of religious instruction in 
themselves, in teaching fair play, hon- 
ésty, courtesy. Yet the very successes 
and failures in this work which this lit- 
tle book récords tell the necessity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself at the center 
even in these activities. If the church 
work for children given to the Church 
by her Head in uniting them with Him, 
the Friend of children and their greatest 
need, should be threatened or diverted 
by even an excellent by-product, what 
a grave wrong is done to the children. 
That such fine organizations as the Boy 
Scouts and the Campfire Girls are just 
that—by-products of the Gospel—and 
not. avenues of instruction of the 
Saviour, of His work, and of eternal 
life, we are learning through experi- 
ence. (University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, Ill, $1.) 

A Child’s Religion (By Mary Aro- 
netta Wilbur).—The Episcopal Church, 
which has always set an example in 
teaching children to worship and in 
guiding them to church membership, 
has lately waked up to the value of the 
Sunday-school as a training agency for 
children of all classes. “A Child’s Re- 
ligion,” by Mary Aronetta Wilbur, 
has thus a fresh viewpoint, and the 
brief simple chapters show much good 
thought. Those on “Children and 
Missions” and “Telling Bible Stories” 
are specially good. “The Childlike 
Teacher” is reinforced by a sketch of a 
wonderful Primary teacher who even 
when ‘traveling abroad’ would gather 
English-speaking children for Sunday- 
school; and who in the dark days after 
the Civil War kept many Sunday-schools 
going in five states till they could again 





provide for themselves, In the excel- 
lent chapter on the Bible, the author 
accepts rather calmly the second Isaiah 
and the late date of Deuteronomy. But 
the book is evangelical in’ tone, and 
should help many mothers and teachers. 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 
$1 net.) 


The Elementary Division Organized 
for Service (By Mary Foster Bryner). 
Out of her wide expericnce as an Ele- 
mentary Sunday-school worker Mrs. 
Bryner has given us this little book, 
which is one of the “How to Conduct” 
series recently published. Beginning 
with a brief statement showing the im- 
portance of the Elementary Division of 


41 the Sunday-school, Mrs. Bryner then 


proceeds to four exceedingly helpful 
studies on the four departments making 
up the Elementary Division.’ The pur- 
pose of each department is stated, with 
the plan of organization, and the equip- 
ment necessary. Much of the Sunday- 
school work of to-day is aimless, never 
getting anywhere, but in the standard 
or each department here given, the re- 
sults which may be expected from the 
work of each department are given, 
with pupenecone as to the means of ac- 
complishment. Measuring up to this 
standard would do away with any “hit 
or miss” teaching, and would result in 
aay efficient work. The duties of 
officers in each department are sug- 
gested, every point of the program is 
studied, and all other departmental 
activities are carefully outlined. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York, 50 
cents. ) 

The Secondary Division Organized 
for Service (By John L. Alexander).— 
The teen age groups in the Sunday- 
school have been neglected. Now, how- 
ever, the Sunday-school has begun to 
realize the. wonderful possibilities -of 
these boys and girls, and many Sunday- 
school experts are turning their atten- 
tion to this important division of the 
school. Mr. Alexander, who has spe- 
cialized in this work; gives us the re- 
sults of years of careful study. While 
his book’ gives many practical sugges- 
tions for teen age work, outlining the 
duties of officers and committees, and 
giving suggestive programs for class 


presentation of the organization of the 
Secondary Division as it is to-day, and 
the discussion of the changes in organ- 
ization that will probably come as a re- 
sult of the new plan of grading just 
now being advocated. The conference 
for boys and girls, which in scme places 
has proved such a success, is discussed, 
and a suggestive program given. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York City, 
50 cents.) , 

Worshipping Children (By the late 
Rev. J. G. Stevenson).—An admirable 
collection of short and longer addresses 
to children, each with a good story. The 
stories are selected from a wide field of 
history and incident to enforce whole- 
some lessons. Courage, fairness, grati- 
tude, generosity, perseverance, prayer- 
fulness,- and similar virtues are pre- 
sented in an attractive form. Sympathy 
with the child’s habit of mind and in- 
terest is revealed throughout. It is 
quite refreshing to read how the young 
Duke of Burgundy, son of Louis XIV, 

as taught to conquer his ill temper by 
the wise tutelage of Fenelon; how “the 
boy that was no good” turned out to be 
the ripe scholar, Dr. Adam Clarke ; how 
the grateful Red Indian and the Basuto 
chief of South Africa repaid their bene- 
factors; and how the Boy Pancratius of 
Tertullian’s time, the boy martyrs of 
Queen Mary’s day and the Chinese 
postman in the days of the Boxers 
proved themselves heroes of the faith 
even unto death. (Hodder and Stough- 
ton, London, and George H. Doran, 
New York, $1 net.) 


Sunday Story Hour (By Laura Ella 
Cragin).—Miss Cragin needs no intro- 
duction as a sympathetic and instructive 
story-teller for little children. Several 
of the stories in this new volume have 
already appeared in Sunday-school leaf- 
lets for “Beginners,” and it is to this 
age that they make their appeal. Their 





theme is the mercy and love of the 
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638 students, ef 36 denomina- 
tions, from 24 foreign countries, 
and 35 states of the Union. 
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4,000 indoor and outdoor meet- 
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The Institute is zealously engaged in a score or more of 
Christian enterprises, and its resident students share in most, 


It is in touch with missions in many lands, and its gradu- 
ates find open doors for service far and near. 

Whether you ¢hink you could ever join its favored student 
body or not, write for fuller information as to its courses, and 
talk it over with your friends ; tuition is free. 


to visit us, you will find here the 
most wholesome spiritual home- 
life, in the most delightful climate 
and beautiful country to be found 
anywhere in the United States, 
Write to-day to 


Bible Institute of Los Angeles 






= 


== 
Dr. R. A. Torrey, D.D., Dean 


If you should be so happy as 


T. C. HORTON, Superintendeut 


Los Angeles, California 








Heavenly Father in His tender care for 
His children in His wise provision in 
nature, and in the power and loving ex- 
ample of Jesus, the children’s Friend. 
(George H. Doran Co., New York, $1.25.) 
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Where the Jewish Problem 
Will Be Studied 


‘COA TEVER before since the destruction 
of Jerusalem have the Jews been so 
active in their efforts to regain Pales- 
tine as now; never before have the 
chances been greater in their favor.” 

With this statement in a letter to the 
Editor, Joseph Cohn, field secretary of 
Williamsburg Mission to the Jews, calls 
attention to the Conference on the Jews 
at Winona Lake, Ind., August 5 to 7. 
The Sunday School Times, which has 
arranged to voice its interest in this 
subject in a series of articles this 
fall on tle Jewish question from men 
competent to speak upon it, both Hebrew 
and Christian, takes pleasure in an- 
nouncing the strong list of speakers se- 
cured for the Conference, among them 
Dr. Jaimes O. Buswell, of Minneapolis ; 
Rev. Leopold Cohn, Brooklyn; Rev. 
Joseph Flacks; Rev. C. H. Irving, 
Cleveland; Rev. E. Loew, Dell Rapids, 
S. D.; Rev. B. B. Suttcliffe, of the 
Moody Bible Institute; Dr. O. W. 
Van Osdel, Grand Rapids, and others. 

Such subjects as “The Wandering 
Jew,” “The Jewish Torah,” “The Jew- 
ish Sword,” “How a Jewish Rabbi 
Found Christ,” “The Responsibility of 
the Church to Israel,” “They That Did 
the King’s Business Helped the Jews,” 
“The Keystone in Israel’s History,” 
“The Hidden Remnant,” “The Day of 
Jacob’s Trouble,” “Palestine, the War 
and the Jews,” and “Israel in the Mil- 
lennium,” will be discussed. 

Further information can be secured by 
addressing Dr. S. C. Dickey, Winona 
Lake, Ind., or, Williamsburg Mission to 
the Jews, 27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York. 








The Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, August 4, 1917 





The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
Service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. ‘It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and *Canada. These rates include 
postage: 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either 


to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 


$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The ae is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon . application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Temple Series of 
Bible Characters and 
Scripture Handbooks 


| FREE © 


The CHRISTIAN HERALD has procured all 
the copies remaining in this country of the 
‘Temple Series Bible Characters and 
Scripture Handbooks.,”’ 


These exceedingly attractive booklets 
were printed in London, England, a large 
edition being imported to sell here. This 
edition has been exhausted with the excep- 
tion of the copies which we have obtained; 
_—_ not be possible to import any more 
of them. 


These booklets are coat-pocket size and uniform 
in binding. One of the eleven volumes in the se- 
ries is reproduced above. Each volume 
autharitat vay with a separate subject by a differ- 
ent author of distinction in his special field. 


In the first group of five, one deals with the Story 
of Abraham and the Patriarchal Age: another 
with the Story of Joseph the Land of pt 
the third with Joshua and the Palestinian Con- 

uest, which was to the Jewish people 
turning-point “as was the Conquest of 
Britain by. William the Norman; the fou 


with the 
se of the Hebrew Monarchy under Saul; and 
the fifth with the full development of Israel and 
udah pater oe “ Hero Cd TR) 
ve volumes form a progres lo 
story of the rise of the Fiotrew race. ? 


Auother group of three volumes deals with the 
Newelestament. The first gives the foundation of 
Christianity and the work and lives of the Twelve 
Apostles; the second gives the work and life 
Paul, the ** Light to the Gentiles’’; and the third 
is a record of the early Christian martyrdoms and 
persecutions, showing how, through it and 
suffering, they preserved the faith which began in 
alittle church in Jerusalem, with 120 followers, 
and now has grown to 564,000,000 Christians 
throughout the world. 

In addition to the éight volumes named, there 
are three miscellancous titles. 


LIST OF TITLES 








Religionsof — 

Post-Exilic Prophets. 

How to Procure one of these Booklets FREE 

The choice of ony one of these booklets will be 

’ * 

10 Weeks’ Trial 

Subscription to the 

Use the order blank below. As there are only a 

limited number of some titles, give a first and a 

Read every week in over 300,000 homes 

place in the homes of America, It is the one t if- 

ak Vatuations are Christian family magazine. All 
dest preachers who through The Christian 
\ld present the Gospel with boldness & fidelity. 
School, in Evangeiism, in Home and Foreign 
ions, in the Young People’s Societies and in 


11—The Age of Daniel and the Exile. 
included with eac 
second choice. Orders will be filled as received. 
Next to the Bible The Christian Herald takes its 
himations are represented by the ablest and 
, |the field of religious discussion, in the Sun- 


onderful sesiveugs of the Prayer League, The 
tian Herald reathes out to widely distributed 
tes of religious activity, 


14 Beacon st 


ainment and jnformatien. the 
, the war, great movements in peSeotiocps 

uplift, economics and tem are all 
gt recognition. Charming serial stories, short 
tales of human interest, poetry, music, travel— 
something for the whole family. 

Many beautiful covers in colors. Profusely il- 
lustrated. Read by over a million persons living 
in 300,000 homes. hat so many people like The 
Christian Heraid is a convincing reason why you 
should also have it come regularly into your home. 


Subscription 1 year (52 issues) $2.00 





The Christian Herald 
821 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


GENTLEMEN : For the enclosed a aes send me the 
also a copy of the 


Christian Herald for ro weeks, an 


** ‘Temple Series,”” No., . .or No. ... 


"ee ewe ewe we wwe we wm ww eee 


“eee eevee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


The Young People’s 
‘Prayer-Meeting 
‘By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 19 
Definite Purpose and the Success 
it Wins (1 Kings 9: 1-9). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Meoa.—God’s purpose with man (Eph. 
2: 10). 
Tues.—P-:pose to cleave (Acts 11: 
26) 


22-26). 
Wed.—A man’s task (Titus 1 : 1-10). 
Thurs.—A woman’s purpose (Ruth 1: 


8-18). . 
Fri—The highest purpose (Heb. 12: 
1-8). 
Sat.—A royal purpose (2 Sam. 7: 1-10). 








the time ~o 
me.” : 


e Christian Herald gives & great variety of 
e news 
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What is ov:x chief purpose in life? 
How did Lincoln attain his ends in life? 
noon may we decide upon definite pur- 


poses 
"Te longer I live,” said Sir T. 


Fowell Buxton, one of the group 


who brought to an end the toleration of 
slavery in British dominions, and who 
wrought much good in his 
more certain I am that the 

ence between men, the feeble and the 
powerful, the great and the insignifi- 
cant, is energy and invincible determina- 
tion—a purpose once fixed, and then 
death or victory. That quality will do 
anything that can be done in this world; 
and no talents, no circumstances, no op- 
portunities, will make a two-legged 
creature a man without it.” 
that made Disraeli prime minister of 
Great Britain. 
times, many things,” ‘he said, finishing 
his -first speech in the House of Com- 
mons amid jeers and laughter at his 


life, “the 
reat differ- 


It was this 


“I have begun, several 


failure, “and I have often succeeded at 
last; aye sir, and though I sit down now 
‘when you wilt hear 


we 
One great purpose of education is to en- 


able people. to discriminate between énds 
and to 
things which are best. 
of information is a’ subordinate purpose 
of education. 


x with clear decision upon the 
The acquisition 


we 

As Thomas Hughes says, “One boy 
here resolves—I will win this scholar- 
ship; I will be head of the school; I 
will be captain of the eleven and does 
it. Another resolves—this school shall 
be purer in tone, simpler in habits, 
braver ‘and stronger in temper for my 
presence here; does his best but doubts 
after all whether he has succeeded. I 
need not say that the latter is the best 
idealist. And which is the most suc- 
cessful?” 


What a definite purpose can do in a 
life is set forth with convincing per- 
suasiveness in Henry B. Wright’s “A 
Life With a Purpose” (The Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, $1.50), the 
biography of Lawrence Thurston of the 
Class of 1898 at Yale. On one of the 
first pages is this quotation from a 
speech of Herbert Knox Smith to the 

ale. Alumni at Hartford: “Life 
stripped to its essentials offers but two 
alternatives to the man of action. He 
may work for himself alone, building his 
little selfish walls across the advancing 
path of civilization ahd making them 
stumbling blocks in the way of progress. 
Then however successful he may be, 
ultimately the stern. mills of the gods 
will grind him and his structures to 
dust, and he and his work will vanish 
from the earth, Or, having the eyes 
that see, he may place his effort parallel 
with those eternal lines of force that 
mark the purposés of God, and then 
what he builds will endure.” 


“This one thing I do,” said Paul. 
“So near is grandeur to our dust, 
So near is God to man, 
When duty whispers low, ‘Thou mus¢,’ 
The youth replies, ‘I can.’” 


New York Crry. 





of the ills caused by 
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Why is the Large Intestine 
Five Feet Long? 


Modern Science Declares that if Nature 
Had Made the Colon Shorter, Half the 
Ills of Mankind Would Not Exist—How 
Medical Science Now Combats this Problem 


VERY remarkable “Colon 
Cleanliness,” has recently pub- 
~Blished by Martin’s Method, Inc. 
Written by an authority, this book dis- 
cusses—in a clear and fascinating narra- 
tive—what_has been called “Nature’s big 
mistake,” the large intestine in man. 
Scientists now agree that poisons ema- 
nating from the large intestine are re- 
sponsible, directly or indirectly, for 
many of the diseases to which mankind 
is heir. This book therefore possesses a 
tremendous interest to every man and 
woman. Incidentally it describes for 
the first time, in a popular way, an im- 
rtant invention which steps into the 
reach left by Nature and repairs some 
the length. of the 
large intestine. This invention is now 
being used in many hospitals and sana- 
toriums and by physicians in private 
practise. 

Few people realize, this book points 
out, that the large intestine—coiled 
around in a small space in the abdomen 
—is usually at least five feet long. It is, 
in a sense, a long exhaust pipe for the 
body. The, waste matter of our food 
reaches it in a semi-liquid state. The 
function of the large intestine is to ex- 
tract the liquid from this matter, and 
to discharge the residue from the body. 
This long exhaust pipe works by a 


series of musole-contractions along its . 


five-foot length. 


Five Feet Too Much for 
Lazy Muscles 

But very often these muscles work im- 
qeeseriy. They are, in plain words, 

'y: They are so lazy that they are in- 
capable of pushing along the waste mat- 
ter a distarce of five feet. The result 
is that the colon gets clogged. It then 
becomes a veritable bed of decomposing 
matter. Not merely millions, but bil- 
lions of disease germs are generated in 
it. These are absorbed into the blood, 
and are carried to every part of the 
body, producing the condition, so much 
written about of late in medical jour- 
nals, known as “auto-intoxication.” 

“Colon Cleanliness” tells, for the lay- 
man, exactly what happens to the vari- 
ous organs of the body when this con- 
dition occurs. It is an amazing narra- 
tive. Science, like a detective, has now 
traced many diseases to the clogged 
condition of the large intestine. Indi- 
rectly and directly the lazy large intes- 
tine causes more illness; kills more peo- 
ple; affects our health, our happiness, 
and our efficiency more vitally than all 
the other organs of the body put to- 
gether. 

The colon is, in a sense, a traitor to 
the rest of the body. By lying down on 
its work, it throws the whole splendid 
balance of the body “out of gear.” -It 
causes many of us to betome seriously 
diseased, and the rest of us it puts into 
a poisoned half-alive condition. How 
often do we really feel up to par, really 
ourselves; with our brains keen and 

uick; our bodies tingling with vitality? 
% seldom that most of us talk about it, 
in surprise, when we feel “fit.” Thanks 
to the lazy, large intestine, it is the un- 
usual condition for us to be fully alive. 
The.contrary, of course, should be the 
case, 


How Nature Made the 
Mistake 


Professor Elie Metchnikoff, in the 
great work in which he first peinted out 
the method and effects of auto-intoxi- 
cation, has an interesting theory about 
the large intestine. Nature made it so 
long, he theorized, because originally 


man was an active wild animal, He 
was often in danger from other animals 
and would have to run long distances. 
For his safety it was necessary to have 
an or; in which waste matter could be 
stored. There was, however, little dan- 
ger of clogging of the colon, because 
continuous natural exercise kept man’s 
colon from bei lazy. Its muscles 
functioned normally. 

The large intestine which Nature 
fashioned was perfectly adapted to our 
former life. It is not adapted to mod- 
ern life. Man is no longer a wild ani- 
mal. He is easily the most inactive 
large ani on earth. He is a sitting 
animal. He almost never walks when 
he can ride. The first thing physicians 
tell him usually, when he is in a run- 
down condition, is to “get out in the air 
and exercise.” But many of us are too 


‘busy to exercise; and still more of us, 


when we exercise, exercise the wrong 
muscles. The most important, the most 
vital muscles to exercise are those of 
the large intestine, for the simple rea- 
son that those muscles cause more trou- 
ble by their laziness than all the other 
lazy muscles put together. 


Man’s Inventive Power 
to the Rescue 


“Colon Cleanliness,” after describing 
minutely the problem of the large in- 
testine—as discussed by many scientific 
a with the. invention 
that is now used to combat the laziness 
of the large intestine. ‘This is a. simple 
contrivance which does nothing else but 
exercise the large intestine. It wakes 
the large intestine’.to its job. It is 
called the Colon Motor, and is a very 
simple device, since it can be operated 
by a child. . Observations of its effect 
in hospitals and by private physicians 
show remarkable results. One merely 
puts the Colon Motor on.a door or 
wall, leans up against it and turns the 
handle for a few minutes. The face 
rotates with a -scientific waving motion, 
which immediately stimulates the colon 
and causts proper functioning. Two or 
three minutes a day is all that is re- 
quired. 

In this simple fashion the colon muscles are 
exercised as much as they would be in takin 
a brisk walk of two or three miles. In medi 
circles it is recognized that this invention meets 
the problem of eolon laziness in a logical, ef- 
fective fashion. It is without the slightest 
harmful results, such as follow the taking of 

which usually only have the effect of 
making the large intestine more lazy. 
. i 
This Book is Free 

A copy of the book ‘‘ Colon Cleanliness”’ can 
be secured gratis by any reader of this magazine. 
Itis a book every mah and woman should read 
carefully. While written in a popular style, it 
treats, with scientific precision, of a problem 
that affects the daily life of every human being. 
The shortcomings of the large intestine, the 
diseases that are caused by it, the manner in 
which these diseases are caused, and other 
fascinating aspects of this problem—are cov- 
ered fully and clearly. 

The book may be secured by addressing the 
publishers, Martin’s Method, Inc., who are 
also the manufacturers of the Colon Motor. 
They had this scientific treatise, ‘‘Colon Clean- 
liness,’’ written by a physician, so that the pttb- 
lic could clearly understand the importance of 
the many discoveries made of late in regard to 
uncleanliness in the large intestine. Only in- 
cidentally does the book treat of the Colon 
Motor, in discussing the different efforts made 
by physicians to combat this great problem. 
The book, in other words, is a scientific work, 
and in asking for a copy one does not need to 
feel that the purchase of a Colon Motor is in- 
volved. The makers are satisfied merely to 
get the scientific facts before the public. The 
book will be sent free to any one who asks for 
it. Address, Martin's Method, Inc., Dept 48, 
105 East 30th St., New York. 
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